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Birdhouses and recycling are part of this year’s Earth Day 

Mark the date! 
The date of the next CCRA meeting is 
Tuesday, April 4 at 7:15 pm at Port 
Union C.C. All Centennial residents are 
encouraged to attend to find out what’s 
happening in the neighbourhood.

Dangerous debris 
in unfenced site
a hazard for kids

By Kathryn Stocks

Earth Day is coming to the Port 
Union Community Centre on 
Saturday, April 22. This annual 

event, sponsored by CCRA, West Rouge 
Sports and Recreation and the City of 
Toronto, will once again ask for your 
help in getting out and cleaning up the 
litter strewn across our community. But 
it will also be a good time to clean up 
your house because the 2nd Highland 
Creek Scouts will be holding a major 
fundraising event at Port Union that 
will recycle your e-waste, used clothing, 
shoes, fabric, linens, scrap metal and even 
old Christmas lights. See their flyer on 
page 16 for a complete list of recyclable 
items.

The Scouts will be set up in the parking lot at the 
community centre from 9am to 2pm that day so you 
will be able to drive in with your trunk full of recy-
clables and they will unload it for you. You won’t even 
have to get out of your car. It doesn’t get any easier than 
that. This is the first year the Scouts are trying this as a 
fundraiser so be generous with your unwanted stuff. 

Indoors, Earth Day will start off with a 
birdhouse-making workshop for children 
run by Bob Lalonde and Zane Biblow. 
There will be sessions at 9, 10 and 11am 
with 20 kids building birdhouses at a 
time. You can sign up at the Port Union 
Community Centre or call 416-396-4031 
to get your child’s name on the list. The 
workshop is a popular event that usually 
sells out but sometimes people don’t show 
up so walk-ins on the day could still get 
a spot. Participants are asked to bring a 
hammer and safety glasses if they have 
them. 

While that’s going on for the 
younger crowd, everyone else gets to 
pitch in and help with the cleanup 
outside. Bags and gloves will be handed 
out at the Port Union and West Rouge 

community centres between about 9 and 10am and 
people will spread out to pick up litter in the two areas. 
As the bags get filled, Earth Day committee chair 
Barbara Broadley will be picking them up in her car and 
taking them back to Port Union. She’ll also be handing 
out more bags if they’re needed. The cleanup goes on 
until noon.

By Rob Elbertsen

Some residents may have seen 
a CityNews live broadcast on 
Feb. 27 from the development 

site at Clemes Dr. and Centen-
nial Rd. Prior to airing the report, 
the CityNews crew on site advised 
that they were there to report on 
concerns received from one or 
more residents regarding the unsafe 
condition of the site.

The site is next to St. Brendan 
Catholic School, which has a large 
amount of pedestrian traffic in 
the area – particularly children – 
throughout the day. Installation 
of sewer, water and hydro services 
appeared to have been completed, 
but subsequent construction of the 
homes has not begun.  The site, 
which was not fenced, was found 
to have dangerous construction 
materials and other unsafe debris 
scattered about.

An inquiry about this situation 
was forwarded to Councillor Ron 
Moeser’s office, specifically whether 
any prior complaints regarding the 
site had been received, and whether 
there was a known reason for the 
apparent delay in the home con-
struction.  The councillor’s office 
advised that no resident complaints 
had been received by them, and they 
were not aware of a reason for the 
fact that construction had not begun 
on the planned homes.

Community Cleanup
Saturday, April  22

Port Union  
Community Centre
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Earth Day continued from page 1

Inside Port Union C.C. you’ll 
find Gary Dale of the Lions Club, 
who will once again be taking orders 
for rain barrels. The TRCA won’t 
be there this year but they will try 
to send the supplies for the younger 
kids to make bird feeders. 

There are no indoor events at 
West Rouge, but Councillor Ron 
Moeser will have the city drop off 
large piles of compost and wood 
chips in the parking lot there. This 
is meant for those who take part in 
the cleanup, but get it early because 
it goes fast, especially the compost. 

Between noon and 2pm a free 
barbecue will be put on at Port 
Union for those who helped with 
the cleanup to say thanks for caring 
about the community. Please come 
out and be part of Earth Day this 
year. Every little bit helps to beautify 
the Centennial and West Rouge 
areas. 

If you have any questions or want 
further information about Earth 
Day events, call Barbara at  
416-724-0416.

Photo credit: Stephanie Lake Photography
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Spring has arrived in Centennial

President’s Message

By Jennifer McKelvie 

Parks Update 
This month, we celebrate Earth 
Day on April 22. It’s a great time to 
reflect on the wonderful natural assets 
we have in our community. With 
Adam’s Park, Colonel Danforth Park 
and Wanita Park in our community 
boundaries, we have lots of places to 
explore and it is only getting better! 
The Scarborough Waterfront Project 
Environmental Assessment continues 
to investigate expansion of the 
Waterfront Trail for the 11 kilometres 
between East Point Park in the east 
and Bluffer’s Park in the west. To learn 
more visit www.trca.ca/conservation/
green-infrastructure/scarborough-water-
front-project. 

In February, the House of 
Commons amended the Rouge 
National Urban Park Act to add an 
additional 17 square kilometres to 
the park. CCRA will continue to 
follow progress on the Rouge Park 
and will watch for opportunities for 
our community to be involved in 
the celebrations.  

Coming Events
The North American Indigenous 
Games (NAIG) will be coming to 
Toronto July 16-23.  NAIG is the 
largest continental sporting and 
cultural gathering of Indigenous 
people, welcoming more than 5,000 
athletes, 2,000 volunteers and spec-
tators and dignitaries from across 
North America. NAIG improves 
the quality of life for Indigenous 
youth through the unifying power 
of sport and celebration of their 
distinct cultural heritage. Several 
of the events will be held at the 
Toronto Pan Am Sports Centre by 
the University of Toronto Scarbor-
ough. To learn more and find out 
how you can get involved visit www.
naig2017.to. 

The Invictus Games are coming 
to Toronto September 23-30. Estab-
lished in 2014 by Prince Harry, 
the Invictus Games are the only 
international adaptive sporting event 
for ill, wounded and injured active 
duty and veteran service members. 
Invictus is Latin and it means 
unconquered or undefeated. Several 
of the events will be held at TPASC. 
To learn more and find out how you 
can get involved visit  www.invictus-
games2017.com. 

Membership Update
I am pleased to announce that in 
March, Denise Bacon officially 
joined the CCRA executive as mem-
bership secretary. Denise is a pas-
sionate and energetic community 
champion who is eager to increase 
our membership numbers.  We 
are hoping to kick off an intense 
membership drive this year to bring 
our numbers back up to those of 
years past. By becoming a member, 
you show your support for our 
community and for the work that 
CCRA does. Keep watch for our 
call for canvassing volunteers. You 
can sign up as member today on our 
website www.ccranews.ca. Please 
feel free to email Denise at member-
ship@ccranews.com if you have any 
questions about CCRA membership. Colin, Warren, Caitlin and Jennifer McKelvie planting trees in Rouge Park for Earth Day 2014. 
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Port Union Library

April Programs
Play N Learn – presented by Ontario 
Early Years staff
This is an interactive, drop-in 
program for families with children 
from birth to age 6. It is held on 
Mondays from 10:30-11:30 am, 
from April 3 to May 15. The 
program includes playtime, arts and 
crafts, reading books and singing 
songs. Join us each week as we learn, 
laugh and grow together.  There will 
not be a program on April 17.

The Weedless Garden – presented 
by Toronto Master Gardeners 
Saturday, April 8, 2:00-3:00 pm. 
Winning the war on weeds without 
poisoning the environment! The 
slide presentation will include 
information about: how to identify 
and define weeds in your garden, 

controlling the spread without 
pesticides, alternative non-invasive, 
native choices that benefit our 
environment, and lawn manage-
ment and alternative groundcov-
ers. Admission is free and you are 
encouraged to bring your gardening 
questions.

Monday Night at the Movies – This 
weekly adult program is held on 
Mondays from 6:00-8:00 pm, Come 
watch some great films and meet 
new people. The movies are free and 
you are welcome to bring your own 
refreshments. There will not be a 
program on April 17.

Knitting and Crocheting – This 
weekly multi-generational program 
is held on Saturdays from 9:30-
11:30 am.  Learn a new skill and 
meet other area residents, There are 

volunteers to help you and a variety 
of pattern books and magazines are 
available to borrow. There will not 
be a program on April 15.

The Sun Life Financial Museum 
and Arts Pass (MAP) is available 
year round. Your family can explore 
some of Toronto’s cultural and arts 
treasures for free. Passes are available 
to adult library card holders 
beginning on Saturdays at 9:00 
am. Port Union distributes MAP 
Passes for the AGO, City of Toronto 
Historic Sites and the Textile 
Museum of Canada.Textile Museum 
of Canada.

 Arm’s Length Puppets presented ‘The Spider Prince’ at Port Union C.C. on March 14.  Left to right: 
Siddhi, Anna, Angelica and Deanna. 

Playtime for kids and weedless gardening for adults coming this month

Come to the library on 
April 19 for a special 
Canadian film
National Canadian Film Day 
150 is a massive one-day coast-
to-coast-to-coast celebration of 
Canadian cinema in honour 
of our sesquicentennial. On 
Wednesday, April 19, Canadians 
across the country will head to 
theatres, libraries and schools to 
celebrate the nation’s cinema. The 
Port Union Library will join the 
event with a special screening of 
John and the Missus. Presented 
by Reel Canada, the film will be 
shown from 1:00-3:00 pm in the 
library. 

Gordon Pinsent stars as an 
obstinate miner who refuses to 
accept his fate when the local 
mine is closed in his small 
town in Newfoundland. The 
government wants the workers 
to relocate and without many 
other options most accept the 
meagre settlement they’re offered 
and prepare to move. With the 
support of his “Missus,” Pinsent 
digs in his heels and stays behind 
in a seemingly futile attempt to 
save his town and his home. John 
and the Missus is a true Canadian 
classic and features a tour-de-
force performance from Pinsent.
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Making a Difference

Initiative sends much-needed art supplies to remote First Nations community
By Kathryn Stocks

Kashechewan First Nation is 
a remote and desolate fly-in 
community located near 

James Bay in Northern Ontario that 
has approximately 2,000 residents. 
A large number of them are young 
people with almost nothing to do. 
To help fill this gap, Catherine 
Hawthorn and Dianne Richardson 
at Framing Dames in Highland 
Creek have set up the Northern Arts 
Initiative to send much-needed art 
supplies to the community.

Kashechewan has had a number 
of serious problems throughout the 
years, including a suicide crisis in 
2007, evacuation due to flooding 
from 2012 to 2015, and an outbreak 
of skin rashes in 2016. Catherine has 
wanted to do something to help for 
a long time but didn’t know how to 
go about it.

“We thought what could we do? 
We have this art program and we 
have art supplies, so the best way 
to help would be to send some art 
supplies up there and get an art 
program started,” she said. She 
recently partnered with the Weenee-
bayko Area Health Authority to help 
bring some relief to Kashechewan.

“I got in touch with Christine 
Head who is the crisis worker there 
and she was really excited about it. 
She was saying that when the kids 
in the community came in to ask 
for paper that wasn’t lined, she gave 
them paper out of her computer.”

A new community centre is now 
being built in Kashechewan and an 
art studio will be part of it. “Our 
idea is to eventually supply the art 
studio with their supplies and run 
programs out of there,” Catherine 
said. “That’s our long-term goal. 
Right now we’re sending up dry 
stuff: pencils, sketchbooks, things 
that don’t have a lot of weight.” The 
difficult part is transporting the 
items up north. The nurses will have 
to take the art supplies with them 
on the small planes that fly into the 
community.

The kits Catherine has chosen 
for the older children include a 
large sketchbook and a set of sketch 
pencils that come with an eraser and 
a sharpener in a zippered case. She 
will also add coloured pencils to the 
set. The younger children will get a 
smaller sketchbook with coloured 
pencils in a bright zippered case. 
“These are great because they will 
keep it all together,” she said of the 
sets. “And it’s like a gift. No one has 
used it before.” For the first round, 
there are seven boxes of items: 12 of 
each set for the older kids and 12 for 
the younger ones.   

“They’re such a rich culture 
artistically and creatively,” Catherine 
said. “When they get going, we can 
give them lessons via Skype.” She 

will post pictures of the children 
with their art on the Framing Dames 
website (www.framingdames.ca).

Donations to the Northern 

Arts Initiative can be made at the 
Framing Dames store in Highland 
Creek or on their website. All the 
money collected goes to buying 
art materials for the residents of 
Kashechewan. 

“We’re not going to change it,” 
Catherine said, “but it gives them 
something to do. Let them doodle 
or use it as a journal. It’s a nice little 
book to have. Hopefully, it will 
make a difference.”

Framing Dames in Highland Creek is sending seven boxes of sketch pencils, coloured pencils and 
sketch books to help give young people in Kashechewan (right) something to do.
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Community Safety

In response 
to our inquiry 
the councillor’s 
office requested 
an update on 
the status of 
the site from 
Municipal 
Licensing and 
Standards 

(Property Standards). On March 
3, MLS advised that they had 
contacted the property owner 
regarding the unsafe debris on the 
site, as well as the need for fencing. 
The owner subsequently removed 
the debris, and by the following 
week fencing had been installed 
around the property. 

 The builder has recently initiated 
the building permit application 

process with the city. It’s expected 
that barring any unforeseen issues, 
approvals will be issued and construc-
tion of the homes could begin later 
this spring or early summer.
     Residents are commended for 
raising awareness of this issue, and 

are encouraged to bring any similar 
issues to the attention of Councillor 
Moeser’s office, as well as the CCRA.
     The CityNews report on the 
problem is at: http://www.citynews.ca/
video/2017/02/27/video-construction-
zone-without-fence-posing-safety-

Dangerous debris ...  continued from page 1

Photo quiz
Where in 
Centennial?

Here is the next submission in 
our name the landmark quiz. 
It is located somewhere in the 
neighbourhood (between Lake 
Ontario, Port Union Rd., Old 
Kingston Rd. and Colonel 
Danforth Park). No hints this 
time. If you know where this 
one’s located, email your 
answer to news4ccra@gmail.
com by April 20 and you could 
win a gift certificate from one 
of our local  businesses. One 
winner will be drawn from the 
correct entries. 

Last month we printed a photo 
of the other side of this landmark 
in our community. A handful of 
you knew it was the monument 
to Jean Dempsey, the first wife 
of CCRA founding member 
Bill Dempsey, that is located 
on the northwest corner of Jean 
Dempsey Gate and Meadowvale 
Road. Thank you to those who 
entered our contest. We took all 
the correct submissions and drew 
the name of Laura L. Vickers, 
who wins a $10 gift certificate 
from Mr. Beans Coffee Co.

Planning – Rob Elbertsen

 After CCRA’s Rob Elbertsen made inquiries to the councillor’s office, the dangerous construction site at 
Centennial and Clemes was cleaned up and a fence was built around it.



www.ccranews.ca   Voice of the Community since 1949 7

Youth

YouthLink strives to build resilience in at-risk youth
By Kathryn Stocks

YouthLink is one of those organiza-
tions you don’t hear much about, 
but its staff members are diligently 
working to help at-risk youth in 
Scarborough deal with the many 
barriers to their success. Last year, 
almost 7,000 youth and families 
benefited from the services of this 
leading mental health agency. That 
was a 17 per cent increase from the 
year before. 

Centennial resident Janice 
Hayes is the executive director at 
YouthLink. She said the organiza-
tion has a rich 103-year-old history 
that was started in 1914 by the Big 
Sisters Association of Metropolitan 
Toronto. It was later named Huntley 
Youth Services and then became 
YouthLink.

In 2005, at the urging of the 
United Way, the decision was made 
to move YouthLink’s city-wide 
services to Scarborough because 
there was such an acute lack in this 
part of the city. YouthLink is one of 
only two agencies that are serving 
kids with mental health issues here. 
“This is about building Scarborough 
through strengthening youth and 
families,” Janice said. The move will 
be completed this year. 

More than a quarter of the young 
people in Scarborough today are 
growing up poor, and seven of 
Toronto’s 13 highest-need neigh-
bourhoods are here. Youth growing 
up in poverty are three times more 
likely to have a mental health 
concern and are at greater risk to 
become involved in violent activities 
and drop out of school. There are 
also many temptations for youth 
growing up in at-risk neighbour-
hoods, including easy money selling 
drugs. “Kids get roped in at very 
early ages,” Janice said. “Human 
trafficking is one of the big issues 
this year.”

YouthLink has many programs 
to help vulnerable young people, 
from residential care and transitional 
housing to counselling and family 
support. Janice is quick to praise the 
agency’s 70 staff members who are 
working hard to build resilience in 
kids, trying to make them emotion-
ally strong when the odds are so 
stacked against them. “We’ve got 
some incredible success stories,” 
Janice said. “It’s wonderful to see the 
difference that we make.”

They have four transitional 
houses for youth coming out of care. 
“There’s nowhere for them to go,”  
she said. They also have a program 
called Wraparound that works to 

keep families together when their 
kids are at risk of being taken into 
care. Their LGBT program has 
about 35 young people seeking 
support and their Pathways to 
Education program has volunteers 
helping kids in school.

“If we don’t help these kids make 
positive choices, they’re going to 
end up in hospitals or in trouble as 
adults. So early intervention is key 
to many of these kids living success-
ful lives,” Janice said. YouthLink has 
enlarged its one-day a week walk-in 
counselling service to five days a 
week this year. “We are one of the 
busiest of all the walk-ins in the 
city,” Janice said. “Kids who need 
counselling can’t be on a wait list for 
two years.” 

Unfortunately, YouthLink doesn’t 
have sustained funding for its coun-

selling program. They 
get money from the 
province, United 
Way, Pathways to 
Education, indi-
vidual donors and 
then go out to the 
community with 
events like BluesLink, 
the agency’s major 
fundraiser. Their 
10th anniversary 
BluesLink bash is 
taking place this 
year on June 8 at the 
Scarboro Golf and 
Country Club. Jarvis 
Church and ONQ Big Band will be 
the feature entertainers. “It’s a great 
night,” Janice said, “and everyone is 
welcome.” BluesLink raises between 
$25,000 and $28,000 and all the 

money earned will go into the coun-
selling program. Tickets are $80 
each or $750 for 10. For tickets, call 
416-967-1773 or go to  
www.youthlink.ca/special-events.
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Community Recreation

Charlottetown club serves up another season of tennis
Charlottetown Tennis Club has been 
serving up fun for more than 40 
years. The 2017 Registration Form is 
available at our website   
www.charlottetowntennis.com.  
Printed Registration Forms are 
also available at the Port Union 
Community Centre. 
 
SPECIAL PRICE FOR NEW 
ADULT MEMBERS!    $40
Fees: Adult (18+)  $70  
Junior (5-17)  $50
Family (1-2 adults with children 
under 18. Max. 4 per household. 
Junior lessons included.)  $200
Family (1-2 adults with children 
under 18. Max. 4 per household. 
Junior lessons NOT incl.)  $150

 

Junior Program
•	 Group Lessons: Five one-hour 

lessons on Sunday afternoons  are 
included with all junior member-
ships. These lessons will start April 
23. Other sessions will start  later.

Adult Program
•	 Five Beginner Group Lessons: 60 

minutes - learn the basic strokes 
and tennis terminology; available 
for $50; day/time TBD by the 
participants and the instructor. 
Student/instructor ratio will be 
6:1. Extra classes will be added if 
necessary.

•	 House League: Ladies Doubles 
and Mixed Doubles on 
Wednesday evenings, starting the 
first week of June. Men’s doubles 
on Sunday mornings.

•	 Competitive Team: We have two 
teams that compete against other 
Scarborough clubs, starting in 
May. There is a small participa-
tion fee that covers the league 
fee, game balls, and refreshments 
following the matches. Tryouts 
will be held in April. 

Our Head Tennis Professional/
Certified Tennis Instructor, Adam, is 
back for a 13th season! He is available 
to teach private, semi-private and 
group lessons to all club members. 
For further details email  headprofes-
sional@charlottetowntennis.com
For further details contact:  vp_mem-
bership@charlottetowntennis.com

Serving up 44 years of FUN to juniors and adults in the Port Union community!

Save the date 
for Yoga-Feast

By Susan Fraser

Please join In the Spirit Yoga 
Studio at the Waterfront 
Festival on June 24 for Yoga-
Feast (aka Yoga Festival East): 
a magical healing space of love 
and light for all who participate. 
With music, food, vendors 
and yoga, of course, Yoga-Feast 
is an all-inclusive movement 
honouring the life force energy 
that flows through all of us 
and celebrates the gift of life! 
So we hope you’ll join us on 
Saturday, June 24 from 11am 
to 3pm. We’re still working out 
the details and will keep you 
informed with the help of our 
local newspapers and social 
media. 

For more information and/or 
if you’d like to be part of the 
planning team, email us at: 
lifecosmic@icloud.com or letscon-
nect@inthespirityoga.com 
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Opinion

Scarborough subway plan not optimal but it’s a start
By Gerry 
Divaris

To subway or 
not to subway,
That is the 
question:
Is it nobler to 

suffer cars, buses, 
choked roads and political indecision,
Or per force insist upon a subway car, 
even with just one stop.

So began Mayor  John Tory’s  Scar-
borough transit town hall on March 
13, two days before the Ides of 
March. Speeches were polemic – the 
mayor accusing councillors opposing 
the Scarborough subway extension 
of “being ready to go to war to get 
it cancelled.” Provincial Economic 
Development Minister Brad 
Duguid said that the subway would 
be cancelled over his dead body.  
When, if ever, has a Canadian politi-
cian offered up his body for a cause? 
Forgive my cynicism; don’t we have 
a provincial election next year?

The irony in all of this is that 
the councillors who wish to deny 
Scarborough a transit system, don’t 
live, work or play in Scarborough. 
With the exception of one, e tu Paul 
Ainslie.

The proposed Scarborough transit 
plan may not be the optimal one 
that Scarborough residents deserve. 
But it will be a start. The subway 
extension to link the Scarborough 
City Centre to the existing subway 
system will be largely funded by the 
federal and provincial governments. 
The rest of Scarborough would 
eventually be linked by the mayor’s 
Smart Plan, which will employ a 
network of options: the light rail 
transit that will end at the U of T 
Scarborough Campus; enhanced 
GO Train service that will utilize 
existing rail tracks from the north 
into Toronto; and the crosstown 
extension that will eventually 
connect to Kingston Road.

Is this a perfect transit plan? No! 
Is it a transit plan worthy of Scar-
borough residents?  Certainly not! 
But it will connect the Scarborough 
City Centre to the existing subway 
system. This is crucial, for with the 
arrival of the subway will come busi-
nesses, head offices and employment 
opportunities for us. The subway 
will provide a second chance at 
rebuilding a City Centre that we 
should have had from the outset, 
giving us walkable roads, parks and 
streetscape shopping. A vibrant, 
prosperous and pedestrian friendly 
City Centre. For evidence of this, 
one need look no further than the 

intensive development along Yonge 
Street, which occurred after the 
subway installation.

Scarborough residents make up 
25 per cent of Toronto and con-
tribute mightily to the city’s coffers; 
we deserve the same infrastructure, 
conveniences and services that have 
been available, for years, to the rest 
of the city. 

Scarborough has been ignored 
and underserved ever since 
amalgamation.  Our politicians 
have failed us, and we have failed 
ourselves for not excoriating those 
we vote into office, who ignore us 
and work against our best interests. 
Why is Scarborough forced to 
endure a public transit system that 
is less than what’s available in North 
York, Toronto or Etobicoke? 

 

By acquiescing to political indeci-
sion, political brinkmanship and 
not making demands of our public 
servants, who we pay handsomely to 
represent our best political interests, 
we hurt more than just ourselves. We 
fail those most vulnerable amongst 
us, who need public transportation 
for jobs and basic living require-
ments. We force a mother to spend 
more time away from her girls as she 
transfers from bus to bus on already 
choked roads. Those who need to get 
to a doctor’s appointment have to 

sacrifice a half-day just to get there. 
We are Canadians and that means 

that we compromise, not to our 
detriment, not through weakness, 
but to our strength. We give up a 
little and yet we always get back a 
whole lot more. Isn’t that how our 
Confederation was built?

This is one Scarborough resident 
asking for common sense, asking for 
compromise and demanding that 
those to whom we pay our hard-
earned money start to represent us 
and do so properly, intelligently and 
without capriciousness.  

The truth is we will never get the 
whole pie, and it’s unreasonable to 
believe or demand that we do. The 
proposed transit plan is not what 
we deserve, but it is a start, it is 
compromise and it will benefit us 
beyond any compromise we make. 

Transportation 
Gerry Divaris

 “Scarborough has 
been ignored and 
underserved since 
amalgamation.”
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In our sixth article in the series about Port Union heritage, Don Allen, Scarbor-
ough Historical Society and Archives, writes about the railroad. 
 
By Don Allen 

On November 10, 1852, the Grand Trunk Railway was incorpo-
rated. Plans were immediately announced to build a rail line 
between the cities of Montreal and Toronto.  Railway construc-

tion commenced during 1853, with the final phase completed for the 
August 1856 opening of the line.

The Port Union station was constructed along with a number of 
workers’ houses. The actual train station was on the north side of the 
tracks, along with large sheds for storage of goods awaiting shipment or 
pick-up by customers. “Coal-cars” would be parked on the siding and 
customers would bring their wagons at an arranged time to remove the 
amount of coal they had purchased from various businesses such as the 
W.J. Morrish store. South of the tracks was the Station Agent’s house 
and a house for the tender of the water-tank. Another shed contained 
the steam engine used to pump lake water into the storage tower which 
was used to refill the train’s boiler. Also, for the station water supply and 
a “town-pump”. Wooden cribbing ran from the pump shed into the lake 
to protect the intake pipe from winter ice.  Further east was the GTR 
Foreman’s house. At this time Port Union had a population of approxi-
mately 30 people, mainly workers employed by the GTR. On June 1st 
1865 a post office was opened in the station.

Because of the steep gradient from Port Union to Scarboro Junction, a 
Shunting engine was on hand at the station siding. This was used to help 
push trains up the grade between the two stations.

On June 6, 1919, the Canadian National Railway was formed and 
the Grand Trunk was amalgamated into the new CNR. At one time, the 
station was staffed 24 hours a day with the Station Agent during the day 
and Telegraph Operators during the evening and nights. All train clear-
ances to allow freight and passenger trains to proceed both east and west 
bound had to go through this station. The crew on a train could pick up 
telegraphed messages as they steamed through the station using a net to 
retrieve telegrams extended on a long Y-shaped pole. 

During the 1950’s, with increased truck traffic and the opening of the 
401 highway, Port Union lost its importance to the community. 

The year 1967 brought a new style of transportation to the masses: the 
Government of Ontario brought in the “GO” train service. The Rouge 
Hill station was the first Government of Ontario Rail Commuter Station 
built. It opened on May 23, 1967, just a few hundred metres east of the 
old Port Union station.

It is sad that the 120-year history of the area could not have been 
incorporated as a new PORT UNION GO station. The station was 
demolished in 1973. The land was eventually expropriate in 1997 and 
the rail siding removed in 1998 along with the demolition of the Lasky 
Hotel that had been gutted by fire, five years earlier. 

The Port Union train station (c. 1905).  Photo, courtesy Scarborough Archives

Grand Trunk Railway and Port Union Train Station
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By Kathy Rowe

By the time you read this 
article, local City of Toronto 
fitness instructor Terri Bell 

will be living in her new digs in 
Nanaimo, British Columbia. This 
was a big decision for Terri, but a 
happy one. 

Some of our readers may know 
Terri from the Port Union Fitness 
Centre where she has worked part 
time as a customer service represen-
tative for the past 12 years. Others 
may know her as a fitness instruc-
tor who has led a variety of cardio 
classes at different centres around 
east Scarborough for the past seven 
years. 

Terri moved to Toronto from 
Montreal in 1974 when Sun Life, 
her employer, decided to leave 
Quebec and set up its offices in 
Ontario. Terri settled in, and eventu-
ally raised her two daughters here. 
Later on in her career shei decided it 
was time to pursue one of her life’s 

passions - fitness.
Always an active sports enthusiast 

(dragon boat, baseball, kayaking 
and sailing), Terri became a personal 
trainer and applied for a position at 

the Port Union Fitness Centre. It 
wasn’t long before she began leading 
a variety of aerobics classes at a few 
centres in east Scarborough. Terri 
admits that her specialty has always 

been leading older adult stretch and 
strengthen classes. 

Terri will miss the many staff and 
participants that she has gotten to 
know over the past 12 years. But she 
looks forward to moving to B.C. to 
be closer to her daughters Natalie 
and Madeleine. Madeleine is to be 
married in July.

 We wish Terry all the best in the 
west. She will be missed by many 
fitness fans in this neighbourhood.

Little known facts about Terri

Her favourite musician 
while growing up was 
Bob Dylan.
Her favourite author is 
David Baldacci.
The most requested 
fitness music by older 
adult participants: 
“Pretty Woman” by 
Roy Orbison.

Fitness and fun in Centennial
Bon voyage to fitness instructor Terri Bell

Centennial’s best-kept fitness secret
By Carolyn Dartnell

It’s no secret that our mailboxes 
are stuffed with flyers advertis-
ing fitness centres, programs and 

gyms.  They all promise big results 
for small cost.  Before you plunk 
down your hard-earned cash in a 
fit of spring fever, consider your 
options.

You can exercise for free by walking 
or running along our beautiful 
lakefront park.  You can haul out 
your bicycle, pump up the tires, and 
cruise up and down the bike path that 
follows Highland Creek.

Get out your hiking boots and 
watch the forest in its spring glory 
on foot.  Our newly created Rouge 
National Urban Park, has a network 
of trails just waiting for you and the 
dog and the kids to explore.

But wait!  There’s a fitness option 
you may have missed.  Located in the 
Port Union Community Centre is the 
best-kept fitness secret in the Centen-
nial area.  The Port Union Fitness 
Centre is the place to go to meet your 
neighbors, chat to the staff, take a 
fitness test, engage a personal trainer 
and, oh yes, do some exercise.

It’s not big and flashy.  You might 
not see the latest skinny exercise wear.  
And that’s a relief to those of us who 
go there regularly.  We regulars are 
just ordinary folks who want to keep 
healthy without putting the Visa card 

into cardiac arrest.
At the Port Union Fitness Centre 

you will see high school students 
from Mowat lifting weights and 
preparing for their chosen sports.   
You will encounter  less-than-skinny  
women  puffing on stationary bikes 
or programming the cross-training 
machines while receiving encourage-
ment from friendly staff.  You will 
certainly meet seniors who come 
faithfully every morning and who can 
outpace much younger patrons.  

This local fitness centre has all the 
machines you could possibly want 
without the razzle dazzle and without 
the high price.  Even if you are not 
fit, you will fit in here.

I have been going to the Port 
Union Fitness Centre for about seven 
years and it is a great deal.  A one-year 
membership ranges from $205 for 
seniors to $411 for adults in prime 
time.  You can also get a “Plus” mem-
bership that includes fitness classes 
and lane swimming.  A day pass 
workout starts as low as $6.75 – and 
that includes the sauna.  

As a resident of the Centen-
nial area I love to walk along the 
lakefront, bike  the pathways of 
Highland Creek, and hike in the 
Rouge Valley.  But for my daily 
fitness quota, I go to the Port Union 
Fitness Centre.  My bank account 
stays healthy and so do I!

Terri Bell is retiring after being a customer service representative at Port Union Fitness Centre for 12 
years and a fitness instructor in east Scarborough for seven years. 
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Gary Anandasangaree MP Scarborough-Rouge Park

Political Reports

Member of Parliament

As always, it’s been a busy few weeks around 
the office and Scarborough-Rouge Park 
community!  

Earlier this month, I had the honour of 
attending the 34th Session of the United Nations 

Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in Geneva, 
Switzerland. The UNHRC is tasked with address-
ing egregious international human rights issues 
and strengthening protections for citizens of every 
country. While I was there, I was able to connect 

with ambassadors  and representatives 
from various countries and non-govern-
mental organizations. I was also pleased to 
see the role that Canada continues to play 
in addressing human rights issues at home 
and abroad recognized, and am proud of 
the reputation we have made for ourselves 
on the international stage. It was truly an 
inspiring experience that has reaffirmed 
that we are on the right path, however, 
much work still remains here at home. I 
look forward to working along with our 
government, my colleagues and members 
of the community in protecting human 
rights for everyone. 

On March 8, in honour of Internation-
al Women’s Day 2017, I was privileged to 
have a talented young woman, Christiana 
Agustin, from Scarborough-Rouge Park, 
take my seat in the House of Commons 
for the day.  Christiana was the chosen 
delegate of Daughters of the Vote from 
our riding, and is a human-rights and 
climate-change advocate, accomplished 
athlete and a student at the University 

of Toronto Scarborough Campus.   It was truly 
an honour to have her represent our riding and 
myself.  I look forward to hosting and encourag-
ing many of our youth through this program in 
the coming years.

As the tax filing deadline of April 30 draws 
near, our Volunteer Tax Clinic is now underway 
at our office.  Occurring every Wednesday 
evening until mid-May, this program offers free 
tax preparation to those who need it.   Please 
contact my office for information about eligibility 
and appointment.

 

On March 8, in honour of International Women’s Day, Christiana 
Agustin from Scarborough-Rouge Park took Gary’s seat in the 
House of Commons for the day. 
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Member of Provincial Parliament
Tracy MacCharles 
MPP Pickering-Scarborough East

We listened to you and today I 
am pleased to share the details of 
Ontario’s Fair Hydro Plan. With this 
new plan, significant, lasting relief is 
coming. Ontario is cutting electric-
ity bills to deliver lasting relief to 
households across the province.  

Beginning this summer, Ontario’s 
Fair Hydro Plan will provide house-
holds with on average a 25 per cent 
reduction to their hydro bills. This 
reduction includes the 8 per cent 
rebate that was implemented in 
January of this year.  Taken together, 
these changes will deliver the single-
largest reduction to electricity bills 
in Ontario’s history.  Low-income 
households will receive even greater 
assistance with their electricity 
bills.  Also, as part of this plan, rate 
increases over the next four years will 
be held to the rate of inflation.

Hydro is a necessary part of our 
everyday lives.  However, for far too 
long, governments of all parties have 
made mistakes in the way we’ve struc-
tured Ontario’s electricity system.  

Electricity rates have risen for a 
number of reasons including: 

•	 Decades of under-investment in 
the electricity infrastructure by 
previous governments, which 
resulted in the need to invest 
more than $50 billion in genera-
tion, transmission and distribu-
tion assets.  These investments 
ensure that the system will be 
reliable for many years to come.

•	 The decision to eliminate 
Ontario’s use of coal to produce 
clean, renewable power.

•	 Programs such as OESP (Ontario 
Electricity Support Program), 
which helps low-income house-
holds, was not considered a social 
program and therefore the cost 
was borne by electricity ratepay-
ers alone.

While these changes make our 
electrical system clean and reliable, 
the way that we chose to pay for 
these measures was not fair. We asked 
one generation to unfairly shoulder 
the burden of the improvements that 
will be used over a longer period of 
time. So we are refinancing these 
investments, in keeping with their 
lifespan, to make payments fairer for 
Ontarians. 

Reducing electricity costs is part 
of Ontario’s plan to create jobs, grow 

our economy and help people in their 
everyday lives.

Learn how Ontario is developing 
the next long-term energy plan at: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/consul-
tation-ontarios-long-term-energy-
plan#section-1 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontarios-
fair-hydro-plan

As always, my staff and I are here 
to support you by answering your 
questions and resolving issues related 
to provincial government services. 
Please do not hesitate to contact 
my Constituency Office. You may 
stop by in person at 300 Kingston 
Road, Pickering, Unit 7, call us at 
905-509-0336, or send me an email 
at tmaccharles.mpp.co@liberal.ola.
org. If you would like to receive our 
quarterly e-newsletter please send 
your email to the above address 
with the subject line “e-newsletter.”           

I look forward to hearing from you 
soon.

Mowat holding 
a Career Fair 
Sir Oliver Mowat C.I. would like to 
invite career representatives to take 
part in the school’s Career Fair on 
Wednesday, April 19, to give Grade 
10 and 11 students an opportunity 
to learn the intricacies of different 
occupations. Representatives would 
be assigned a table in the cafeteria for 
the duration of the event, which will 
run from 10am-11:40am. During 
this time, students will walk through 
and gather information about the 
various occupations.

If anyone is interested in par-
ticipating in this year’s Career Fair, 
please confirm your attendance by 
March 20 with one of these counsel-
lors: Karen Gilmour karen.gilmour@
tdsb.on.ca, Jackie Milenkovski jackie.
milenkovski@tdsb.on.ca  or John 
Renzetti john.renzetti@tdsb.on.ca. 
You can also call Mowat at 416-396-
6802, ext. 20045,  20041 or 20042.
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Councillors Report

William Dempsey Eco Park system has been cleaned up
In 1999, 

the William 
Dempsey Eco 
Park system 
was officially 
opened. It was 
named after 
the late Bill 

Dempsey, a founding member of the 
CCRA and dedicated community 
conservationist.

The Eco Park system is part 
of the stormwater management 
ponds that make up the Centen-
nial Creek sub-watershed, which is 
part of the larger Highland Creek 
watershed. Through the 1990s the 
Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority in partnership with the 
city looked at ways to improve the 
water quality, loss and fragmentation 
of wildlife habitat, fluctuating storm 
water levels, erosion, and loss of 
aquatic habitat and aquatic life. The 
outcome was a stormwater manage-
ment plan that would improve all 
those things and also enhance the 
quality of life in the community by 
utilizing its lands for outdoor recre-
ation.

The Centennial Creek sub-
watershed stormwater strategy was 
designed to clean the water run-off 
from the 401 and local roads before 
it enters the creek system that flows 
from Willowlea Drive just south of 
the 401, through Highland Creek 
and the Centennial community, 
eventually making its way to Lake 
Ontario.

There are three sites in the 
Highland Creek community that 
make up the Eco Park system:

1. The headwaters on lands 
northeast of the intersection of 
Willowlea and Scarboro Ave.

2. The property on the north 
side of Ellesmere Rd. just west of 
Meadowvale Rd.

3. The stormwater manage-
ment pond on the east side of 
Meadowvale between Kingston and 
Ellesmere Rds.

The Centennial Creek Imple-
mentation Advisory Committee 
promoted the park to their neigh-
bours and advised the city on the 
design of the Eco Park. The outcome 
of this work was a trail system 
around the ponds that allowed for 
a peaceful walk as well as viewing 
points from park benches.

Over the years, due to aggressive 
and invasive phragmite grass, the 
trail system and surrounding green 
spaces have deteriorated.  Phragmite 
grasses can grow up to five metres in 
height and crowd out native vegeta-
tion, resulting in decreased plant 
and wildlife biodiversity. The plant 
has obstructed access to some of the 
trails and had a negative impact on 

the overall enjoyment of the Eco 
Park green spaces. 

My office has been working 
closely with staff from Parks, 
Forestry and Recreation, Toronto 
Water and local community 
advocate Blair Anderson (from the 
Highland Creek Community Asso-
ciation) to bring the condition of 

these parks back to what was envi-
sioned by the community.  
•	 Trails have been cleaned up. 
•	 Broken or decaying park benches 

have been removed.
•	 Vegetation along the paths has 

been pruned and dead trees and 
large dead branches have been 
removed.

•	 Grass has been trimmed around 
the ponds. 

•	 Two decayed footbridges have 
been replaced with ramps and a 
third footbridge has been replaced 
with a new wooden bridge.

•	 Centennial College has indicated 
an interest in monitoring the 
natural environment and assisting 
with reducing the invasive weed 
growth.

The trails are now part of the Parks 
staff schedule for regular mainte-
nance. If you are interested in vol-
unteering as a park steward or have 
suggestions to improve the Centennial 
Eco Park, contact my office. 

Please come out and participate 
in our Community Clean-Up Day 
on Sat., April 22 and pick up free 
compost. Details at www.ronmoeser.
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Community Police  
Liaison Marilyn Hodge

Crime  
Statistics

Break and 
enters in 
2017 are 
down quite 
a bit in 43 
Division. 
Daytime 
residential 

break and enters are on the rise in 
42 Division and York Region and 
major arrests have been made. 43 
Division has not been hit like this.
This week, officers will be out 
enforcing the traffic act regarding 
safety, speeding and distracted 
driving.

If someone comes to your door 
asking to check your furnace, your 
water heater, etc., and they won’t 
leave, call 911. If you see suspicious 
people in your neighbourhood, 
report them. Call the non-emergen-
cy line at 416-808-2222 or call the 
community line at 416-808-4328.

Youth on youth robberies are up 
for things like cell phones.

There aren’t many thefts of 
regular autos, but organized crime 
is targeting high-end vehicles.

If you have a concern about 
parking on your street, call Parking 
Enforcement at 416-808-6600. 
Please make sure that you don’t 
block fire route hydrants or City of 
Toronto ‘”No Parking” signs.

Tip of the Month
Adam reports the crime statistics 
to the CPLC. Here is his tip of the 
month: distraction theft is always 
a concern. Recently, two shoppers 
at a mall have been distracted 
and their wallets removed during 
the encounter. Please be aware of 
strangers talking to you in the mall. 
Always be aware of your surround-
ings and strange encounters.

  
Police Liaison Committee 
If you wish to donate items for the 
Mother’s Day baskets to be given 
to the new mothers and babies at 
Rosalie Hall, they can be dropped 
off at 43 Division until April 21.

Craft Tables at CPLC Open House
The 43 Division Community 
Picnic and Open House will be 
held on Saturday,   May 27 from 
11am to 2pm at the station. This 
year we will be offering tables to 
our local crafters and artists to sell 
their work to the community. There 
is a $25 fee for each table. Display 
tables for non-profit organizations 
are available free of charge. Tables 
are also available to organizations 
that wish to offer items for sale. The 
cost of a sale table for this event is 
$100.  More details to follow soon.

43 Division
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ScoutingEnvironment

The 2nd Highland Creek Scouting group is busy 
planning a recycling fundraiser to help community 
members safely recycle any end-of-use items they may 
have. 

The recycling event will be held Saturday, April 22 
in the parking lot at Port Union Community Centre 
from 9am-2pm.

The Scouting group will be collecting old printers, 
fax machines, computers, karaoke machines, stereos, 
any items with an electrical plug, scrap metal, clothing, 
linens and other fabric items, pop tabs, batteries, 
computer ink cartridges, any kind of phones, and many 
other items (see flyer for a complete list). 

Items can be dropped off at the Port Union 
Community Centre on April 22 or neighbours can 
phone 416-286-6330 before April 20 to arrange free 
pickup prior to the event day. 

For more information please call 416-282-8116. 
Thank you for your support.

Clean out your basement  
for the Scout fundraiser

Planting trees in
Rouge watershed
a rite of spring
By Kathryn Stocks

April is a great time to get out 
and plant some trees. The annual 
spring planting for 10,000 Trees for 
the Rouge takes place this year on 
Sunday, April 23 in conjunction with 
Earth Week. Since 1989, volunteers 
have helped to restore more than 
186 acres of fragile land by planting 
more than 186,000 trees in the 
Rouge watershed. This year they 
will be planting wildflowers as well. 
These plantings protect creeks and 
streams from soil erosion and help to 
link islands of forest, which extend 
corridors for wildlife. 
The site of the group’s newest project 
at McCowan Rd. and Highway t7 has 
been named Canada 150 Explorium 
Park, to honour the nation’s 150th 
birthday and to recognize the site’s 
purpose as a natural space for learning 
and exploration.
My own children got involved with 
planting for 10,000 Trees for the 
Rouge in 2002 when my daughter, 
Julia, was looking for community 
volunteer hours for high school. She 
went back for two years. Since then 
both my sons, Alan and Graham, 
have also participated and they went 
back repeatedly. Graham is now 25 
but he goes back every year if he’s in 
town. He’s been a planting manager 
for the last few years and shows new 
volunteers how to properly dig a hole, 
plant the tree, water it and then cover 
it with mulch. If you want to see 
what a planting day is like, Graham 
made a great video about the event 
that can be viewed at https://youtu.
be/-nK-_Zul7Jc.
10,000 Trees always needs volunteer 
planters, rain or shine. It’s a fun day 
and it’s a great family activity. Each 
year it attracts more than 1,800 
volunteers. If you’re interested in 
helping out this year, be sure to dress 
appropriately as it can be dirty work 
and sometimes the weather is cool 
and wet. Bring waterproof boots, a 
short-handled shovel, a bucket and 
gloves. For more information and to 
download the flyer and registration 
form, visit www.10000trees.com. If 
you’re a student needing  community 
volunteer hours for school, register on 
the day of the planting at the Student 
Community Service tent with  
photo ID.
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Salt and chemicals used to melt ice can be toxic to your pets 

Pets

By Linda Striemer

While we are waiting for warmer 
weather, dogs still need exercise and 
can only go for a walk when you 
decide to take them out. Although 
bigger dogs can generally walk for 
longer, the SPCA warns you to be 
mindful that they don’t have winter 
boots and so their feet get cold. Very 
short walks and romps around the 
yard are best when the weather is 
below freezing. Of course, I hope it is 
not necessary to state that dogs must 
not be left outside. 

In the cold weather, our small 
dog Keekoe disappears under the 
bed when she sees the leash. When 
she hasn’t been out in a few days, 
except for the backyard, it’s time 
for a short walk. We live only five 
minutes from a park area, but we 
still drive to it. It’s important to 
avoid salted sidewalks and roads.  
Salt and other chemicals used to 
melt snow and ice can be toxic to 
your pet, irritating and burning 
their sensitive paws and causing 
injury when ingested. And the 
pain will cause your dog to lick his 

paws so the salt is on his lips and 
tongue, too.

Pet stores sell environmentally 
friendly salt, which is maybe a little 
more expensive but well worth the 
outlay for dogs and for the environ-
ment. Also, consider products like 
sand, sawdust, kitty litter (non-
clumping) and ashes.   

Remove ice balls by placing your 
pet’s feet in warm (not hot) water 
before drying them off with a towel. 
Booties can work for some pets. 
Every dog we have fostered from 
Loyal Rescue (loyalrescue.com) has 
quickly learned to wait at the door 
for their feet to be wiped and/or 
placed in a bowl of water. 

Cold or warm weather, I am dis-
heartened by the amount of dog poop 
left without owners picking it up. 
I often see poop bags left along the 
trail. Did the owners leave them there 
meaning to pick them up later or did 
they feel it was at least half of their 
responsibility to pick up the poop and 
put in a bag? Dog leashes have poop 
bag holders so there is no excuse to 
forget bags. Picking up poop is part 
of dog ownership and it’s common 

decency to show respect for others.
Dr.  Melissa Pambianchi at the 

West Hill Animal Clinic emphasizes 
there are many reasons to pick up 
your dog’s excrement. It is important 
to visually check your pet’s stool for:
•	 Tapeworm segments that can 

appear looking like grains of rice.  
•	 Gastrointestinal parasites such as 

roundworm.
•	 Blood in the stool: can be bright 

red if it is coming from the colon 
or black and tarry if it contains 
digested blood from the stomach 
or small intestines.

•	 Changes in consistency
 
It is best to contact your vet if you 
see any of the above. 

Update on Pedro featured in my 
last column. He was adopted March 
11 and is living the life with his two 
fur sisters. Their initial meeting went 
very well and now their foster parents 
say they are an inseparable trio. We 
have received heartwarming videos 
of Pedro and his companions racing 
around their large fenced yard. 

Our latest rescue dog is Bo (Beau). 
He has made a special wish for a new 
home. You can read all about Bo, Tag 
#3397, at loyalrescue.com. 

 His foster home is in the Centen-
nial area of Scarborough. Hopefully, 
by next month Bo can be profiled as 
a dog in a wonderful home.

Pedro was adopted on March 11 and is living the life with two fur sisters. 
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Please patronize our  
community advertisers.
If you would like to advertise 
in the May 2017 issue of CCRA 
Centennial News, see informa-
tion on page 2 and email Kelsey 
Dorval at ccra-advertising@
hotmail.com or visit:  
ccranews.com/advertising.html.  
Deadline for advertising  
submissions is April 17, 2017.

Organizer Event Date & Location Event Details Contact

CCRA Country rock dinner/dance Saturday, April 1, West Rouge Community 
Centre, 270 Rouge Hills Drive

CCRA presents an evening with the Vanessa Marie Carter Band. Winner 
of the 2016 Boots and Hearts Festival Emerging Artist award, singer/
songwriter Vanessa Marie Carter brings her band for a lively evening of 
country rock. Dinner, show, raffle and more!

Heather Lemieux, heatherlemieux@
royallepage.ca

Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 258 Karaoke Sunday, April 2: 3-7 pm 

Royal Canadian Legion, 45 Lawson Road DJ “Carlo” 416-281-2992 
www.rcl258.com

Port Union Public Library The Weedless Garden Saturday, April 8, 2:00-3:30 pm at Port Union 
Library

Slide presentation by Toronto Master Gardeners on how to win the war on 
weeds without poisoning the environment     416-396-8885

Probus Club of Scarborough 
Tuesday

Guest speaker George 
Laidlaw

Tuesday, April 18, 10 am - noon, Royal Canadian 
Legion 258, 45 Lawson Road

Sought-after speaker on “The Joys of Canadian History” and 
“Mistakes that have changed the world.”  Guest fee $5 at the door. Contact ... ann266@sympatico.ca

Port Union Library National Canadian Film 
Day screening

Wednesday, April 19   
1:00-3:00 pm in the library A special screening of John and the Missus presented by Reel Canada

Sir Oliver Mowat C.I. Career Fair Wednesday, April 19  10am-11:40am 
Mowat Collegiate cafeteria

Career representatives from the community are invited to take part and give 
Grade 10 and 11 students an opportunity to learn the intricacies of different 
occupations

Karen Gilmour karen.gilmour@ tdsb.
on.ca or 416-3966802, ext. 20045

2nd Highland Creek Scouting 
group Recycling fundraiser Saturday, April 22  9am-2pm.  

Parking lot at Port Union Community Centre

Safely recycle old printers, fax machines, computers, karaoke machines, 
stereos, any items with an electrical plug, scrap metal, clothing, linens and 
other fabric items, pop tabs, batteries, computer ink cartridges, etc.

Phone 416-286-6330 before April 
20 to arrange free pickup. For more 
information please call 416-282-
8116.

CCRA, WRSR and City Community Clean-Up Day Saturday, April 22   
 Port Union Community Centre

Come out and participate in our Community Clean-Up Day. Don’t forget to 
pick up your free compost at West Rouge C.ommunity Centre.

Contact Barbara Broadley at  
416-724-0416

Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 258 Theme night in the Lounge Saturday, April 22   

Royal Canadian Legion, 45 Lawson Road DJ Ellery with a tribute to the Big Band Era 416-281-2992 
www.rcl258.com

West Hill - Highland Creek 
Lions Club Membership Meet & Greet Last Tuesday of the month 

7  pm,  Heron Park CC., 292 Manse Rd. Meeting and drop-in of the Lions Club Membership Chair, 416-282-7202 
www.lionsclub.ca

Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 258 Saturday 

Saturday afternoon Meat Roll between 3 and 5 
pm. Saturdays evenings dancing at 8:00 pm 
Royal Canadian Legion, 45 Lawson Road

Dancing in the lounge - DJ or live bands every Saturday evening 416-281-2992 
www.rcl258.com

Port Union Seniors Port Union Seniors Centre Monday to Friday, 9 am - 4 pm, Port Union CRC, 
5450 Lawrence Avenue East Drop-in activities and classes for Seniors 416-396-4034

2nd Highland Creek Scouts 2nd Highland Creek 
Scouting Groups

Beavers and Cubs Tuesday;  Scouts, Venturers and 
Rovers Thursday.- Charlottetown Jr. PS

Scouts weekly meetings focusing on outdoor activities, special guests, com-
munity outings & weekend camps. Volunteer leaders 14 + needed. Barbara Broadley 416-724-0416

To submit your community event, email details to:  webmaster@ccranews.com

COMMUNIT Y  E VENTS  C ALENDAR

West Rouge community garage sale
Time to clean out your closets! Declutter! Rain or shine the West Rouge community 
garage sale will be held on May 27 and 28 this year. If you are planning to participate 
in this year’s garage sale, please register your street and arrange for signage by emailing 
Georgiana Woods, Royal Lepage Connect, at georgiana.woods@gmail.com
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Community Groups

Views from the West Rouge Residents Facebook group 

With spring on the horizon 
it’s time to start thinking 
about lawn care 
 

Q: Who do you recommend for 
lawn care or maintenance? Tell us 
a bit about your experience with 
your recommended company.

A: LawnSavers, 1-888-503-LAWN or www.lawn-
savers.com
LawnSavers have been amazing for our property. 
We have used them for four years and can’t say 
enough about them. They brought our lawn back 
to life when we thought it would need to be ripped 
up.

Black Dog Gardens, 416-830-6000 or www.
blackdogplus.ca
I hired Phil from Black Dog Gardens to care for our 
lawn, and he was reliable, meticulous and local!

TruGreen, 1-855-546-7336 or www.trugreen.ca/
home 
We have used TruGreen for lawn care, aeration, etc, 
and so have several of our neighbours and we’ve all 
been really pleased.

Frechette Lawncare, 416-261-7848 or www.
frechettelawncare.com
We have used Frechette Lawncare for a few years 
now and are extremely happy. Our lawn has never 
looked better. Now all our neighbours use them 
too.

Green Envy has been doing our aeration for years 
and we are very happy with them. Reasonably 
priced as well.

Call for stories 

The CCRA Centennial 
News is a publication 
for stories from your 
community. If you have 
a story you’d like to 
share or know someone 
with an interesting 
hobby or background, 
please contact us at  
news4ccra@gmail.com.
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CCRA is busy planning events for 
Centennial this year.  Be sure 
to come out to the Community 
Cleanup on April 22 from 9am 
to noon at Port Union C.C. Your 
community needs your help getting 
spiffed up for spring.

Membership 
Purchase your 2017 membership 
at CCRA’s Country Dinner/Dance 
on April 1 at West Rouge C.C. It’s 
just one of the community events 
that CCRA volunteers bring to our 
neighbourhood.CCRA meets at Port 
Union Community Centre the first 
Tuesday evening of each month from 
September to June. For more informa-
tion, contact Jennifer McKelvie at 
416-931-0960. 

CCRA Centennial News  
Distribution

A big thank you is 
extended to Bruce 
Robertson, who 
recently retired after 
delivering the CCRA 
Centennial News 
to the homes on 

Langevin Crescent for many years. 
Thank you for volunteering, Bruce!   

The CCRA Centennial News is 
currently looking for delivery carriers 
for the following streets:
•	 Laura Ellis – 15 homes (North 

of Lawrence/West of Adam’s 
Park)

•	 Kilsyth Drive – 48 homes 
(North of Lawson/West of Port 
Union) 

It takes less than an hour per month 
to deliver the CCRA Centennial News 
to the homes of your neighbors. It is a 
wonderful way to get some exercise and 
meet your neighbours.   

High school students can receive 
one volunteer hour for every month 
that they deliver the CCRA Centen-
nial News.  Students who begin deliv-
ering the CCRA Centennial News in 
Grade 9 and continue until Grade 12 
will receive 40 volunteer hours, which 
meets the requirement to graduate. 

If you are interested in deliver-
ing the CCRA News, please contact 
Wanda via email at distribution@
ccranews.com or by phone at  
(416) 282-2951.

Mail with cheque payable to: OR
CCRA
Port Union Community Centre
5450 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough ON M1C 3B2

Drop off in the CCRA mailbox 
located opposite the main office at 
the Port Union Community Centre.

OR  Join right now online at  
www.ccranews.com

CCRA 2017 Membership Form
It’s easy to join or renew your membership. Complete this form, then mail with your annual household fee. To join online,  
go to www.ccranews.com to join with credit card or PayPal.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________Postal Code ___________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email (for e-news only) ________________________________________________________

Check all applicable boxes:

I would like to join or renew my annual CCRA membership.  I enclose payment for:  o $15 (1 year)     o $30 (2 years)

o  I support the work of CCRA & have added my donation for $ _______________. Total amount enclosed is $ ________________

o	I am interested in distributing newsletters in the Centennial community (10 issues per year). Please contact me.

o I am interested in volunteering at CCRA events. Please contact me.

o I would like my business listed in the Business Directory on ccranews.com. Please contact me with more information.

Centennial Community 
and Recreation Association 
5450 Lawrence Avenue East,  
Scarborough ON M1C3B2

Website: www.ccranews.ca

Facebook.com/ccranews

Twitter @ccranews

Email: news4ccra@gmail.com

Your 2017 membership supports Centennial events

Wanda  
Wierzbicki


