
Lois and Hal Stuart sharing their happy stories about living in the Centennial area. Photos: Courtesy Denise Bacon
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We need your memberships. Please join CCRA today!  

Have a great summer! 
The next issue of the  
Centennial News
will be out in September. 

Lois and Hal have 
been members of 
the CCRA for almost 
40 years. You can 
join them.

Mowat throws a 
party for Canada’s 
150th birthday
By Madison Wong

In honour of our country’s 150th 
anniversary, Sir Oliver Mowat 
C.I. threw Canada a celebra-

tion outdoors in our courtyard on 
May 10 for students, faculty and 
community members to enjoy. 

This year, MECO – Mowat’s 
environmental club – campaigned to 
raise money in support of Canadian 
soldiers and the Highway of Heroes 
organization. This initiative was 
also known as the Toonies for Trees 
campaign. The money went toward 
supporting the organization as 
well as for the city to plant a tree 
along Highway 401 for every fallen 
Canadian soldier. 

After working hard on this 
campaign, MECO announced that 
Mowat was one of three TDSB 
schools that were rewarded with 
150 special Dutch tulips. Students, 
parents and faculty came together 
to plant them at the front of the 
school and in the courtyard, adding a 
beautiful touch to the springtime and 
showcasing the success Mowat had in 
supporting the organization.

Canada’s birthday celebration was 
a fun-filled experience for everyone. 
The courtyard was transformed into 
a lovely space where people could 
enjoy refreshments, a photo booth 
with Canadian-themed props and 
live music from Mowat students. 
The MECO team received positive 
feedback for the time and effort they 
put into the celebration and environ-
mental initiatives. 

MECO co-president Shreya Jadhav 
shared a few words on behalf of the 
club: “I am incredibly happy with 
all the success MECO has achieved 
this year... The participation I have 
seen from the school is incredible. 
Everyone loved our 150th celebration 
and many students donated more 
than expected to the Toonies for Trees 
campaign. I hope Mowat continues to 
achieve different environmental initia-
tives in the years to come!”

By Denise Bacon

We live in a beautiful part of Toronto here in 
the Centennial community. Going for walks 
around our quiet neighbourhood, often on 

tree-canopied streets, really brings home how lucky we are.
      A neighbour who has lived here for more than 50 
years shared her delight about this lovely area, which 
has changed before her eyes. Forests, farms and cottages, 
ditches and dirt roads have given way to family homes, 
neighbourhoods, schools and parks. 

Sheila and Wilfred Foster shared their stories of 
moving from an apartment more than 40 years ago to 
eventually settle into their neighbourhood right in the 
middle of the Centennial community.  Sheila enjoys 
walks along the lake with friends from the neighbour-
hood. Wilfred enjoys a quiet, relaxed life, which is well-
deserved at his young 90 years of age!

Lois and Hal Stuart have been delivering the CCRA 
newsletter to their neighbours for many years and have 
been members of the CCRA for most of their 40 years 
living in the area. Our safe community with easy access to 
shopping, medical care, schools and community programs 
keeps them very happy here.

Doug Russell, 19, took a break from shooting bas-
ketballs to talk about what he loves about living in this 
neighbourhood. “I’ve walked home pretty late after a 
night out with my friends and I feel completely safe!”

Yes, this is a wonderful community and the CCRA 

is asking for your help to keep it that way. Membership 
in the association is only $15 per family each year. This 
fee helps to fund community events like Winterfest, the 
Spring Social, Earth Day and the Port Union Waterfront 
Festival. Also, CCRA represents the interests of the 
community on issues like the Highland Creek Treatment 
Plant, Port Union Road widening, transit and the Rouge 
National Urban Park.

Very importantly, too, membership in CCRA gives our 
community a strong voice when politicians are making 
decisions that affect us. The greater the number of 
members, the stronger our voice. A strong voice will result 
in better decisions and services for all of us.

The CCRA is a membership-based association that 
is made up of volunteers who work tirelessly on your 
behalf. This newspaper is another example of what the 
CCRA does. You can read articles on community events, 
planning, transportation and other interesting topics, and 
it’s all written and delivered by volunteers 10 times a year.

So please join the CCRA! There’s a membership form 
on the back page and all you have to do is fill it in, write 
a cheque and either mail it to us or drop it off at the 
CCRA mailbox in the Port Union Recreation Centre. 
You can also pay online at www.ccranews.ca using Paypal. 
Volunteers may come knocking on your door during our 
membership drive later this summer, so please welcome 
them. We really need your help to continue making this 
a great community to live in. 
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Letter to the editor
Seniors’ housing missing in 
Centennial area 

Re: “I don’t want to move, “ the 
article in the May issue of the 
CCRA Centennial News by Lillian 
McMullin on the lack of housing in 
the area for seniors. 

“I must say I agree 100 per cent 
with her article. I moved to the 
Centennial neighbourhood in 1970 
and want to remain here. Unfor-
tunately, there will come a time 
when I must move and there is no 
appropriate alternative in the area to 
which I can move.”

Regards, Tony and Chris McGran 

Correction 

In the article “Past and present views 
from Lawson Road” (May 2017, pg. 
6), Centennial News misspelled the 
name of local resident Gayle Gibson. 
The article also stated in error that 
June Gibson is one of six sisters. The 
corrected version now reads: “June’s 
mother came from a closely-knit 
family, and five of her six sisters built 
homes and cottages on the proper-
ties which had no municipal water 
or sewers.”  The corrected article 
can be read on the CCRA website 
at ccranews.com. Centennial News 



www.ccranews.ca   Voice of the Community since 1949 3

Join us at some of our community events this summer

President’s Message

By Jennifer McKelvie

Remembering Ron Moeser

On behalf of CCRA, my condo-
lences to the family and friends 
of Councillor Ron Moeser. He 
was a strong supporter of the local 
community associations in his ward. 
His passion for the environment 
inspired residents and led to the 
preservation and creation of many 
wonderful green spaces for our 
community to enjoy. Thanks to his 
advocacy, we will enjoy the Rouge 
National Urban Park and the Port 
Union Waterfront for generations to 
come. Thank you to the community 
members who shared their stories 
with CCRA for this month’s tribute.

Earth Day Celebrations

Thank you to all the community 
members who helped out on Earth 
Day on April 22. I had fun continu-
ing our annual tradition of cleaning 
up the Port Union Waterfront with 
my family in support of Earth Day. 
The 2nd Highland Creek Scouting 
group also was at the Port Union 

Community Centre collecting old 
electronics, batteries, scrap metal, 
clothing and many more items for 
their recycling fundraiser. 

Upcoming Events

CCRA has a busy summer planned. 
We are proud to sponsor the 32nd 
Annual Highland Creek Festival 
on June 17, as well as the Port 
Union Waterfront Festival on June 
24. Say hello to members of our 
CCRA executive and make sure to 
ask them about the ways you can 
help get involved and support your 
community. We will also be sponsor-
ing our Sunday evening summer 
concert series at the Port Union Rec-
reation Centre in July. You can sign 
up for our e-updates on our website 
to stay informed about upcoming 
events in our community. 

CCRA Membership

We depend on membership sales as 
a revenue source for the activities we 
carry out to enrich our community 
and keep you informed about local 
issues. Please join the CCRA and be 

part of “something better” here in 
our own community! The larger our 
membership, the greater influence 
we will have on decisions that affect 
our neighbourhood. Each one of 
us makes a difference! You can join 
online using Paypal, or mail in your 
membership form, or drop it off at 
the CCRA mailbox at the Port Union 
Recreation Centre.  We are hoping 

to knock on some doors this summer 
to spread the word about why your 
membership matters. If you want 
to help out and canvass your street, 
please get in touch with us. 

 
This is our last issue until 
September, I hope you have a 
fantastic summer!

Karen Andrews, Caitlin McKelvie, Jennifer McKelvie and Colin McKelvie helping out on Earth Day at the 
Port Union Waterfront Park. 
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Summer Concert

By Robert Hinz

We are fortunate to have the Port 
Union Summer Concert Series at the 
Port Union Community Centre planned 
once again for three consecutive 
Sunday evenings in July. These popular 
and free concerts are enjoyed annually 
by hundreds of residents within our 
community.

Upcoming concerts in the series will 
feature the return of performers who 
have been well received in previous 
years: the Scarborough Concert Band, 
the Climax Jazz Band and Port United.  
All will take place at the Port Union 
Community Centre, 5450 Lawrence 
Avenue East, rain or shine. 

Favourite bands return for this summer’s Sunday concerts

The Scarborough  
Concert Band
July 9, 7 p.m.

The Scarborough Concert Band, 
founded in 1972, is a community-
based volunteer group that performs 
several concerts each year around the 
east end of Toronto. They perform 
varying styles of music, from the 
classics to movie themes, show tunes 
to swing, contemporary to Latin 
themes and marches of all kinds.

The Climax Jazz Band 
July 16, 7 p.m.

They have been active since 1971 
and play British-style traditional jazz: 
marches, blues, spirituals, rags, Latin 
and popular songs. They helped 
pioneer Toronto’s Saturday matinée 
scene, and have made over 30 record-
ings with more than 250 different 
tunes.

Port United Band 
July 23, 7 p.m.

A pop, R&B and reggae cover band 
from the Port Union neighborhood. 
They are for the most part a family 
band that has been complimented 
on their multi-layered harmonies, 
timeless repertoire and knack for 
engaging their audiences, leaving 
them enthralled. 

The Port Union Summer Concert 
Series is sponsored by the Centennial 
Community and Recreation Asso-
ciation, West Rouge Community 
Association, West Rouge Sports and 
Recreation Association, Port Union 
Seniors and City of Toronto Parks, 
Forestry & Recreation. A dedicated 
team of local volunteers plans and 
runs the concerts.    

For more information, please call the 
Port Union Community Centre at 
416-396-4031.

Summer Concert 
Series Performers
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Community 

Port Union Cares promotes World Refugee Day June 20 
By Kim Deighton

Tuesday, June 20 marks World 
Refugee Day, and Port Union Cares, 
a local refugee sponsorship group 
from the Port Union-Centennial 
neighbourhood, is calling for your 
support. Our goal is simple --- to 
provide refugees with a new home 
and renewed hope, one family at a 
time. With your help, and the help 
of like-minded people in this great 
community, we can make a difference.

How can you help? In honour of 
World Refugee Day, show that you 
care by donating to the Port Union 
Cares refugee sponsorship fund.  
Donating is easy --- simply visit our 
website, www.portunioncares.com for 
details. Tax receipts can be provided 
for donations of $20 or more.

Your donation goes directly to 
the support of a refugee family in 

their important first year in Canada.  
Readers who have followed the 
progress of Port Union Cares in this 
newsletter over the past year know 
that we have been supporting a 
Syrian family of four --- parents and 
their twin 12-year-old daughters. We 
continue to raise funds for the spon-

sorship of a second family in need. 
Refugee families are families like 

our own. Yet, forced to flee persecu-
tion, war or violence, they leave 
behind their homes, their friends 
and family ties, their hopes and their 
dreams. The United Nations World 
Refugee Day is aday dedicated to 

raising awareness of their heart-
breaking situation. The magnitude of 
the refugee crisis is staggering. More 
than 60 million people are displaced 
worldwide. A problem of this scale 
can only be managed when each 
country, each community, each indi-
vidual steps forward to share the load. 

Together we can show that our 
caring community has the capacity 
and the generosity of spirit to help. 
Your donation may seem like a small 
gesture, but to those individuals you 
help support, it may mean the world.

Photo quiz    

Where in 
Centennial?

Port Union Cares would like to thank the Mowat Art Club students and supervisor for painting these 
adorable donation boxes. Watch for the boxes in local stores this summer.

Pictured above is this month’s 
mystery location in our Centen-
nial landmark quiz. It is located 
somewhere in the neighbourhood 
(between Lake Ontario, Port 
Union Rd., Old Kingston Rd. 
and Colonel Danforth Park). 
If you know where this photo 
was taken, email your answer to 
news4ccra@gmail.com by June 20 
and you could win a gift certifi-
cate from one of our local busi-
nesses. One winner will be drawn 
from the correct entries.

Last month we printed a photo 
of the chimney at the Port Union 
Community Centre. Congratula-
tions to our winner, Betty Karsh! 
Betty’s name was drawn from 
the correct emailed entries we 
received before the deadline. 
Betty will receive a prize from a 
local business. In April, winner 
Christine Kum received a VIP 
card from Azumi Sushi in Cen-
tennial Plaza, which gives her 
10 per cent off all orders for an 
unlimited time. Thanks to Azumi 
Sushi for that donation! 
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Toronto Games 2017                                                   

North American Indigenous Games will be 
coming to this area in July 

This summer Toronto will be 
hosting the 2017 North American 
Indigenous Games (NAIG). Our  
city’s selection will mark the first 
time in the 25-year history of the 
Games that the event will be held 
in a community outside of western 
Canada. The Games will take place 
from July 16-23 and will bring 
together 5,000 Indigenous teenagers 
from across North America to 
celebrate Indigenous culture and 
compete in 14 traditional and non-
traditional sports. 

Several events will be held here 
in Scarborough at UTSC  and 
at the Toronto Pan Am Sports 
Centre. These include cross-country 

running, swimming, badminton 
and baseball. Other sports will take 
place in venues across the Greater 
Toronto and Hamilton Area. 
Opening ceremonies are scheduled 
for July 16 at York University’s 
Aviva Centre, and a cultural festival 
featuring a showcase of traditional 
artisans, music, food and dancers 
will entertain visitors throughout the 
duration of the Games.

The Toronto 2017 Indigenous 
Marketplace will feature two 
locations to showcase unity, sport, 
youth and heritage between First 
Nations, Métis, Inuit and non-
Indigenous communities. One is at 
York University and the other is at 
McMaster University in Hamilton. 

So join in the fun and support 
the athletes. Details at naig2017.to. 

The Invictus Games Toronto 2017: 
Honouring our wounded warriors

The Invictus 
Games are 
the brainchild 
of Prince 
Harry who 
was inspired 
to establish 
a sporting 
event that 
would shine 
a light on the 
unconquer-
able spirit of 
ill and injured 
veterans and 

soldiers. Having served with the 
British Army for 10 years - a career 
that included two tours in Afghani-
stan - Prince Harry could appreciate 
first-hand the need for an event that 
would serve as a rehabilitation tool 
for those injured in the line of duty. 

Established in 2014, the Invictus 
Games are the only international 
adaptive sporting event for ill, 
wounded and injured active duty 
and veteran service members. From  
September 23-30, Toronto will play 
host to the third Invictus Games 
welcoming 550 competitors from 17 
participating nations.  

Right in your backyard we’re lever-
aging the amazing Toronto Pan Am 
Sports Centre, previous host to the 
Toronto Pan Am Games 2015. You 
can be a part of history and witness 
the incredible as athletes compete 
there in sitting volleyball, swimming 
and wheelchair basketball. 

The Games will present a unique 
opportunity for Canadians to honour 
the men, women and families who 
have come face-to-face with the 
reality of sacrificing for their country, 
and will provide our active and 
veteran service members with an 
opportunity to showcase their uncon-
querable spirit on an international 
platform.

Last year’s Team Canada competi-
tor Retired Corporal Joel Guindon 
explained it this way: “PTSI (post-
traumatic stress injury) took control 
of my life, my body and my thoughts 
and I became my injury. I was iden-
tifiable by my injury. The Invictus 
Games gave me the tools and motiva-
tion to dig deep, overcome the limits 
my injury had imposed on me and 
once more find the resilience that 
defined me before my injury.”

Beyond the impact on the com-
petitors, the Invictus Games Toronto 
2017 also offer an important oppor-
tunity to engage Canadians across 
the country. As such, the Invictus 
Games has partnered with the Rick 
Hansen Foundation to create the 
Invictus Games Educator’s Guide. 
The first of its kind in Canada, the 
curriculum is being offered in more 
than 2,500 schools across the nation 

and raises awareness about the his-
torical and modern-day contributions 
of the Canadian Armed Forces. The 
program also educates students on 
mental health issues, accessibility and 
the importance of adaptive sport in 
the rehabilitation of wounded, ill and 
injured servicemen and women and 
veterans. 

The Rick Hansen School Program 
is designed to increase disability 
awareness, accessibility and inclusion, 
and also empower young people to 
make a difference in their school, 
community and the world.

For more information, visit www.
rickhansen.com/Our-Work/School-
Program, or download the Invictus 
Games Educator’s Guide at www.
invictusgames2017.com/community.  
Tickets for the Invictus Games go on 
sale June 15 at http://www.invictus-
games2017.com/tickets/.

VIMY is the mascot of the 
Invictus  Games coming in 
September
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Scout recycling fundraiser huge success
By Tracy Forsyth

The 2nd Highland 
Creek Scout group 
would like to thank 
our community for 
its overwhelming 
support  for our first-
ever Scouts recycling 
fundraising event. 
We would  like to 
thank our sponsor 
CCRA, as well as  
Ontario Electronic 
Stewardship , K and 
K Recycling, Kidney 
Clothes, the Port 
Union Community Centre,  Terry 
Fielder, and Rob McMulkin for sup-
porting us. 

We reused or recycled 18,050 lbs  
of e-waste, 4,554 lbs of  clothing,  
somewhere between 3,000-4,000  
lbs of  scrap metal, 5,477 empties, 
1,035 lbs of wire and 369 lbs of 
Christmas light wire.  

We were amazed at the generous 
support we received. We plan on 
making this a yearly community 
event on Earth Day. We had 65 
volunteers turn out to help with 
a whopping 390 volunteer hours 
on the day of the event. We had 

every Scout section out helping 
for the day: Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, 
Ventures, Rovers, Scouters and 
parents. We also collected from 
more than 80 homes before the 
event happened.  

This clearly is  a service our 
community needs and will support. 
We look forward to making it a 
bigger and better event for the 
community and Scouts next year.  

More pictures of this event  
can be found on our Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/
pg/beaverscubsscoutsventurersrovers/
photos/?ref=page_internal

The Scouts reused or recycled 18,050 lbs  of e-waste, 4,554 lbs of  
clothing,  somewhere between 3,000-4,000  lbs of  scrap metal, 5,477 
empties, 1,035 lbs of wire and 369 lbs of Christmas light wire. 

Community

By Kathryn Stocks

If you’ve been down to the water-
front during April or May, you’ll 
have noticed the damage done by 
heavy spring rain, wind and high 
water levels. The large boulders 
near the Highland Creek section of 
the trail have been knocked askew 
and are no longer in a straight flat 
row, and at Rouge Beach parts 
of the walking path as well as the 
whole parking lot are submerged. 
People coming over the bridge 
from Pickering can’t get to the trail 
without getting their shoes soaked. 

Lake Ontario has reached record 
high water levels and many of our 
beaches are now much smaller than 
they were last year. The TRCA is 
warning residents 
that the combi-
nation of high 
lake levels and 
strong winds 
blowing waves 
onto shore may 
cause continued 
flooding and 
erosion along 
the shoreline. 
They expect that 
the levels will 

continue to be elevated for the next 
month. 

Some areas of the Scarborough 
Waterfront Project have experienced 
multiple landslides. There is no 
public access to the Guild construc-
tion access route and the Doris 
McCarthy Trail due to public safety. 
The construction access route along 
the base of the Bluffs has been expe-
riencing erosion and this can lead to 
washout on the lakeside edge of the 
trail. This poses a risk to users as the 
edges of the paths are being compro-
mised and can slide at any moment. 

The TRCA is asking all residents, 
especially children, to exercise 
caution along the Lake Ontario 
shoreline while these high water 
levels and strong winds persist. 

Washout on the waterfront 

Boulders near Highland Creek end of the trail have been knocked askew 
by heavy waves and high water levels.
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Spring is a great time to get out and start walking
By Kathy Rowe
 

Spring is finally here. Time to step 
outdoors, breathe in that fragrant air 
and … walk!

Our Centennial community and surround-
ing areas are filled with fantastic walking 
trails.  Many of these trails are along beautiful 
waterways and ravines. From Rouge Beach 
through the Port Union Waterfront Trail to 
East Point Park, our access to breathtaking 
walking paths is impressive. I recently discov-
ered a neat trail through Janellan Park just off 
Beechgrove Drive. What a pleasant surprise 
that was.

 For those of us who are able-bodied, 
walking is easy. All you need is a decent pair of 
comfortable and supportive walking shoes and 
appropriate outdoor wear. Nothing flashy. Just 
you and nature.

Inclement weather? No problem. We have 
the nearby Toronto Pan Am Sports Centre, 
which has a terrific indoor track for walking. 
The walking track is free during the drop-in 
times from 7-11 a.m. or 5-8 p.m. 
Monday to Friday, and 7-11 a.m. on 
weekends. How great is that? Another 
option for indoor walking is to visit 
a shopping mall. Pickering Town 
Centre opens as early as 7 a.m. for 
folks who want to do some serious 
walking.

 Regular brisk walking has many 
medically proven health benefits:
•	 It improves your mood and can 

help with depression.
•	 It strengthens bones and muscles.
•	 It helps to maintain a healthy 

weight.
•	 It helps to manage heart disease, 

type 2 diabetes and high blood 
pressure. 

 Like any exercise, it is important 
to gradually build the speed and 
duration of the workout. Walking is 
no exception. Listen to your body and 
you will enjoy the results.

 I am a dog owner, so nature 
walking is what I do. I love it. My 
friend Kathy Farquhar shares my sen-
timents. Kathy walks more than I do 
and she doesn’t even have a dog!

Kathy shared some of her own 
jewels about the benefits of walking. 
“It helps me connect with nature and 
establishes a routine to my day and 
week. I don’t wear ear buds or carry 
a phone when I’m out walking. I like 
to concentrate on the sounds around 
me and enjoy trying to identify the 
different bird calls.”

 Kathy has heard and seen a variety 
of wildlife in our area. “I have seen 
a family of deer, a pack of coyote 
and once I saw as many as 25 downy 
woodpeckers descend on an old dead 
tree! That was quite a sight to see.”

 

Mindful Walking 
Kathy looks forward to her walks and at times 
has practised what is called “mindful walking,” 
a form of active meditation. It requires you 
to be aware of the way your body is moving 
through the environment. You become 
cognizant of your pace, the weight of your feet 
pressing into your shoes, your posture and, of 
course, your breathing.

 As you continue this mindful walking, you 
may notice your thoughts drifting away from 
body awareness. When this occurs, gently 
bring your thoughts back to your breathing 
and try to focus on the present moment. 
Continue this for five to 15 minutes. When 
you decide to end the meditation, pause 
briefly by standing still, take a few deep 
breaths, then resume regular walking. 

 Like anything, mindful walking takes 
practice. It will bring relaxation to the mind 
while you enjoy your natural surroundings. 
When you return home, don’t forget to do 
some gentle lower body stretching. You will be 
amazed at how this makes your body feel.

 See you on the trails.

 Kathy Rowe and her dog enjoy nature walking.
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In our eighth article in the series about neighbourhood heritage, Don Allen, 
Scarborough Historical Society and Archives, writes about Watson’s Orchard.  
 
By Don Allen 

Until recently, the property southwest of Centennial Road and 
Lawson Road was known as Watson’s Orchard. It was origi-
nally a 50-acre parcel of land bought by John Cecil Watson 

and his wife Beatrice Alberta Acheson in 1921 from The Stanley Piano 
Company. The Watsons called their property Cherrydale Farm. It was 
here that John Cameron Watson was born on November 24, 1922, and 
where he tended to his beloved orchard until his death in 2004.

 Farming is always at the mercy of the elements and the Watsons 
certainly had their share of hard times. The severe winter of 1933 took 
a devastating toll on the farm’s apple trees. Since the orchards had to be 
replanted, the family needed to diversify their crops until the new trees 
could bear fruit. Root vegetables, such as cabbage, along with rhubarb, 
strawberries, currants and raspberries were cultivated as a quick crop.

During the late 1940s, a contract was obtained from Dominion Stores 
Ltd. for Watson to supply apples, which gave financial security for the 
orchard. Countless hundreds of local kids found their first employment 
with Mrs. Watson, known by all as Granny. Rumour has it that “Granny” 
would demand the berry boxes be filled to overflowing, then in the lower 
level of the barn take her knife and level the boxes off using the “extra” 
berries to fill more boxes. A reasonable thing, considering the millions of 
berries that never made it to the barn, but we assume the kids thought 
they were delicious.

 The Watsons operated an apple stall at the St. Lawrence Market every 
Saturday, beginning in 1922, the same year Cameron was born. From the 
time he was an infant  being carried in a wicker basket until his declining 
health forced him to retire in 1997, you could find him every Saturday in 
the north corner of the market.

Cameron had a full-time work-hand named Ross Regele, who was 
employed by the Watsons for more than 47 years. Some may remember 
Ross living in a tiny trailer on site even though he was offered accommo-
dation in the Watson family home.

Cameron and Ross would arrive at the St. Lawrence Market at 3 a.m. 
to ready their display for the Saturday crowds that came to purchase 
produce and goods from the many vendors.

Cameron built a new house facing Acheson Blvd. for his mother and 
himself. She was to live on the main floor and Cameron in the lower level 

walkout. With the death of “Granny” Watson in 1970, the main floor of 
the house was never used. Cameron was forced to sell off a major part of 
the orchard to cover estate taxes. He kept four acres where his home and 
orchard buildings were located. This he continued to tend until 2004.

The property has since been sold to a developer and will soon have 
new houses to replace the orchard. Although many large trees had to be 
removed, there is a silver lining, as the tiny Centennial Creek that flows 
through the property will remain in its natural state and protected from 
further alterations.

The Watsons played an important role in the lives of so many people 
in the area. In their memory, Acheson Blvd. was named many years ago 
for Cameron’s mother and the newly created roadway through the old 
orchard grounds has been named Cameron Watson Crescent.

Watson’s Orchard

Watson’s Orchard stood for a long time on Centennial Rd. southwest of Lawson Rd. It’s now being 
replaced with homes. Photos: Courtesy Scarborough Archives
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Over the years my husband Brian 
and I have been helping with Ron’s 
committees and projects. Ron was 
always very appreciative of volunteer 
help, so it was easy to keep coming 
back to help him. We even handed 
out campaign flyers door to door 
one year when my husband was 
wearing a foot cast, as Brian really 
wanted to help Ron during his run 
for office.
     Years ago, Kirkdene Park’s flower 
bed was removed. Between Brian 
and myself, Ron and our neigh-
bours, we were able to get flowers 
once again. It may seem trivial, but 
it was our corner of the community 
we missed and wanted back and he 
listened and acted positively. Now 
we just didn’t plant flowers, Ron 
provided hot dogs and cold drinks 
to make it a real community event. 
     When a new playground was 
put in Kirkdene Park, our neigh-
bourhood input was involved. Ron 
always had community involvement. 
Everything he did was for the love 
of his West Rouge community and 
Ward 44. Ron will be very much 
missed as a councillor, a neighbour 
and a friend. Thank you for all you 
did Ron, rest in peace.
Angie Sheridan, West Rouge

We will miss Ron, his wisdom, expe-
rience and tenacity. The incredible 
green space and the single-family 
character of our neighbourhoods 
are a testament to his many years of 
dedicated service. Some of the many 
highlights of his work include the 
preservation of the Rouge National 
Urban Park, the creation of Port 
Union Waterfront Park and the 
Waterfront Trail. His legacy will 
live on for years to come in this 
wonderful corner of the city. His 
commitment to the residents of 
Ward 44 was admirable and we have 
him to thank for so much.
Cal MacMillan, Leah Thurston, Jim Hart, 
Councillor Moeser’s Office

As an employee with the City of 
Toronto in Ward 44, I had many 
opportunities to see Councillor Ron 
Moeser in action. He truly loved this 
community and the special events 
that took place within it. As an 
executive member of the CCRA, I 
witnessed Ron’s enthusiastic involve-
ment at these events. We could 
always count on his support and 
participation. Ron loved to discuss 
neighbourhood issues and he was 
passionate about our parks and 
green spaces. Ron’s friendly nature 
and commitment to the community 
will be missed by many.
Kathy Rowe, CCRA Vice-President

With the passing of Councillor 
Ron Moeser in April, the citizens of 

Ward 44 have lost a most respected 
advocate. He will be missed. 
June and Gayle Gibson, Lawson Road

I was deeply saddened to hear of the 
passing of Ron but am so grateful I 
had the opportunity and pleasure of 
working with him on many projects 
within our West Rouge Community.  
Ron worked on the city side and I 
on the community side to bring the 
Cross Roads Skateboard Park to the 
Port Union Community Centre and 
youth dances for Grades 5-8 to the 
West Rouge Community Centre, 
which ran for over 20 years. Ron 
also assisted with numerous projects 
with the West Rouge Sports and 
Recreation Association. We had a 
great partnership. As I was reflect-
ing on the passion and compassion 
that Ron had for our community, I 
believe he had this same feeling for 
all the communities that were in his 
ward. Ron truly loved politics and 
the communities that supported 
him. Thanks for making your Ward 
44 a better place to be!
Darlene Cross, West Rouge

I first met Ron back in the early 
‘80s when CCRA and the West 
Rouge Community Association were 
dealing with the removal of asbestos 
and site rehabilitation of the Johns 

Manville site. Ron was a represen-
tative from WRCA and I was the 
president of CCRA. Over the years 
he represented our ward on Scar-
borough council and on Toronto 
City Council. While a councillor 
in Scarborough, Ron would meet 
monthly with representatives of 
CCRA and WRCA to advise us 
on issues affecting our community 
and to receive feedback from the 
community associations. He worked 
to ensure his ward received its share 
of amenities and improvements. Ron 
has been our councillor for so many 
years that it is hard to believe he is 
no longer here to represent us.
Jeff Forsyth, Past President CCRA 
  
Ron will be remembered as being 
accessible to his constituents, 
listening to concerns expressed and 
as a staunch advocate on matters 
pertaining to redevelopment and 
housing issues. He and his wife, 
Heather, worked as a team over the 
years and he will be sorely missed. 
I have known Ron for quite a few 
years both as a constituent and a 
friend. He was active in sports, 
such as tennis, running, golfing 
and enjoyed watching Toronto 
Maple Leaf hockey games. Ron 
was a Master Electrician and was 
frequently called upon to do the 

electrical hookups for the Heritage 
Day events. We would have a good 
laugh over this. I know that Ron had 
a rough time over the past year and 
it is comforting to know that there 
will be no more suffering. 
David Adamson, Highland Creek 
Community Association

Councillor Ron Moeser has been 
a long-time leader and advocate 
for Ward 44 and Scarborough as a 
whole. I extend my deepest condo-
lences to his family members, staff 
and constituents and join with them 
to remember his years of dedicated 
service to our community.
Gary Anandasangaree, MP, 
Scarborough-Rouge Park

Ron served his community faith-
fully for many years and worked in 
his low-key style to bring significant 
improvements. Among his many 
accomplishments, the Waterfront 
Trail, the Rouge Park and the reha-
bilitation of the Port Union site are 
lasting legacies and a testimony to 
his dedication to the people of Scar-
borough East.
John McKay, MP, Scarborough-Guildwood 

For more tributes to Ron and the 
complete versions of these ones, see 
our website at ccranews.ca.

A tribute to Councillor Ron Moeser

 Above, Ron Moeser at the opening of the Bob Loptson  Playground in West Rouge and right, at the Port Union Waterfront Park. 
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Political Reports

Member of Parliament

Happy Canada 150!   
I am excited to join Canadians in Scarborough and across 
the country in kicking off a summer of celebration! 

As Canadians we can all take pride in how far we have 
come in the last hundred and fifty years as a nation.  Time 
and time over Canada has been exemplified on the world 
stage for being a humanitarian nation, for our values, and 

Rights and Freedoms 
for all.  This key 
milestone is also a 
great moment to 
reflect on our future, 
and to see how we 
as Canadians can 
continue to contribute 
to our country and, 
continue on a path of 
reconciliation with our 
Indigenous Peoples.    

I look forward to 
celebrating Canada 
150 with you at many 
different occasions this 
summer, including the 

Port Union Waterfront Festival and 
Highland Creek Heritage Festival.  
Our office also carries a limited 
supply of Canada 150 Buttons and 
other sovereigns to help you celebrate 
your Canada 150 events.  The special 
Canada 150 edition of our Newslet-
ter will be coming to your doors 
shortly, with a variety of ways to 
mark Canada 150 in Scarborough-
Rouge Park! 

 I would also like to invite 
you and your families to join us 
at our very special Canada 150 – 
Community BBQ!!  Hosted at the 
Joyce Trimmer Park at Sheppard 
Avenue East and Conlins Road on 
Sunday July 9th, 2017 from 1-4PM, 
we plan for a lively celebration to 
mark this special anniversary.  Please 
contact my office for more informa-
tion about the event, or if you are 
interested in volunteering or per-
forming at the Community BBQ.

Canada 150 rose
 

By Kathryn Stocks
If you’re looking to plant 
something to commemorate 
Canada’s 150th birthday, there’s 
a gorgeous red Canadian Shield 
rose coming out this year that 
was bred to cope with our 
extreme weather. Hardy to -35C 
and mostly resistant to black 
spot, it’s a shrub rose that will 
bloom all summer if it’s in the 
sun. Part of the 49th Parallel 
collection, it will grow about a 
metre high and a  metre wide. 
If you’d like to know where you 
can buy  it, go to 49throses.com 
where you’ll see several places 
listed for Scarborough. Happy 
Canada 150!
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Member of Provincial Parliament

On April 28, Finance Minister 
Charles Sousa introduced the 
2017 Ontario Budget:  A Stronger, 
Healthier Ontario.  

I’m very pleased to share the 
highlights of this balanced budget 
with you:

•	 OHIP+:  Children and Youth 
Pharmacare means free prescrip-
tions for everyone 24 and under.

•	 100,000 more children in 

affordable, licensed child care.
•	 New measures to make housing 

more affordable for both buyers 
and renters.

•	 Free tuition for more than 
21,000 college and university 
students.

•	 Electricity bills would be cut by 
an average of 25 per cent.

•	 More support for seniors so they 
can stay healthy, active and inde-
pendent. 

By balancing the budget, our 
government is able to make addi-
tional investments in health care and 
education that will positively impact 
the quality of life for the residents in 
our community. Combined with the 
Fair Hydro Plan, OSAP Enhance-
ments beginning this September, 
and the Fair Housing Plan, life will 
become mor affordable for everyone 
in my riding of Pickering-Scarbor-
ough East. Free prescription drugs 
for children and young adults aged 
24 and under will ensure that all 
parents can give their kids a healthy 
start in life. Additional information 
can be found at:   www.ontario.ca/
budget. 

Also, the Ministry of Community 
and Social Services recently 
announced funding for improving 
and preserving the quality of 
dedicated supportive housing in the 
province through the Social Housing 
Improvement Plan. Due to this 
funding the Meta Centre in Scarbor-
ough will be receiving $37,000 to 
replace windows 
and screens 
throughout the 
home.

As always, my 
staff and I are 
here to support 
you by answering 
your questions 
and resolving 
issues related to 
provincial govern-
ment services. 
Please do not 
hesitate to contact 
my Constituency 
Office.  You may 
stop by in person 
at 300 Kingston 
Road, Pickering, 
Unit 7, call us at 
905-509-0336, 
or send me an 
email at tmac-

charles.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org.  If you 
would like to receive our quarterly 
e-newsletter please send your email 
to the above address with the subject 
line “e-newsletter”.  You may also 
subscribe online in the “News” 
section of my website: http://tracy-
maccharles.onmpp.ca/. 
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School Board

Ward 22 
Update

As another 
school year 
draws nearer to 
a close, it is a 
great opportu-
nity to reflect 
on the many  

achievements the Toronto Catholic 
School Board and our students have 
made in the last 10 months. With 
a front row seat to these achieve-
ments, I am continually amazed by 
the brilliance and tenacity of our 
students. Whether it’s a robotics team 
from Etobicoke or a public speaking 
champion in Scarborough, their 
successes are an inspiration to all. 

With an eye to fostering 
such success, and in line with 
the TCDSB’s goal of providing 
innovative and ground-breaking 
education, the board is preparing 
to open its first Multi-Language 
school in September. The program, 
located at St. Rene Goupil in 
Scarborough, will be the first of its 
kind in Ontario. Modelled on the 
familiar French Immersion program 
featuring instruction in French, 
specific subjects and other parts of 
the curriculum will also be taught 
in Spanish, Mandarin and English. 
The program aims to provide 
students with a head start in an 
increasingly globalized world. 

For those students looking to 
catch up or get a head start on next 
year, summer school registration 
is now open. In-class courses run 
from July 4 to July 28 while online 
courses run from July 5 to July 31 
and July 18 to August 14. For more 
information, or to register, visit 
tcdsb.org.

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to recognize all of the TCDSB’s 
elementary and secondary graduates. 
As this chapter in their lives closes 
and they prepare to embark on the 
next steps in their journeys, I would 
like to extend to them my sincere 
congratulations and best wishes.

Have a wonderful finish to 
the school year and a restful and 
relaxing summer!

Garry Tanuan,  TCDSB 
Trustee Ward 8

Call for stories 
The CCRA Centennial News is 
a publication for stories from 
your community. If you have 
a story you’d like to share or 
know someone with an inter-
esting hobby or background, 
please contact us at  
news4ccra@gmail.com.
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Ward 44 Report

Council votes to appoint a new councillor for this ward
By Cal MacMillan

As many of you are already 
aware, on April 18 our City 
Councillor Ron Moeser passed 

away after a hard-fought battle with 
lymphoma. 

As his staff, and on behalf of 
the Moeser family, we would like 
to thank the many residents who 
contacted our office to offer condo-
lences and those who took the time 
to attend the service.

During the transition period, 
our office will remain open and the 
Ward 44 staff are here to serve the 
residents should you require assis-
tance on municipal matters. 

Many people have also inquired 
about the process to fill the vacancy 
left by Councillor Moeser. The 
choice for Toronto City Council 
was to either hold a byelection or 
appoint someone to represent the 
ward for the remainder of the term. 
The matter came up at the council 
meeting on May 26 and the vote 
was 24-13 in favour of appointing.

The City Clerk will now advertise 
the vacancy inviting interested 
and qualified applicants to seek 
appointment to City Council. 
The deadline for submitting the 
required forms will be Monday, 

June 19 at 4:30 p.m. Each applicant 
will then go through an interview 
process by addressing City Council 
and answering questions from 
councillors. This will happen at a 
special meeting of City Council 
on Wednesday, June 28 at 9:30 
a.m. Council will then vote on 
the appointment and the success-
ful candidate will serve for the 
remainder of the term. The next 
municipal election is scheduled for 
October 22, 2018.

 Rooming House Zoning Proposal

In October 2016, the Municipal 
Licensing & Standards Division 
along with City Planning released a 
report entitled “Proposed Regulatory 
and Licensing Strategy for Multi-
Tenant Houses & Consultation 
Plan.”

It recommends initiating a pilot 
program in five areas across the 
city that were identified as having 
a higher concentration of rooming 
houses. The city would enact a 
temporary bylaw to allow rooming 
houses to operate for a set period of 
time with the intent of analyzing the 
effects and report back on a strategy 
at a later date.

One of the five consultation 

areas identified for the pilot study 
includes a large section of Highland 
Creek in the vicinity of the univer-
sity campus. The area boundaries 
are Morrish Rd., Highway 401, and 
Military Trail from Highway 2A to 
Morningside Ave.  

The proposals put forward in this 
report, if eventu-
ally adopted, 
could have a 
significant impact 
on the character 
of our single-
family communi-
ties, not just in 
Highland Creek 
but all across 
Scarborough. 

You can learn 
more about this 
proposal by 
attending a public 
consultation 
meeting on Tues., 
June 6 from 6:30- 
8:30 p.m. at Uni-
versity of Toronto 
Scarborough 
Campus, 1265 
Military Trail, 
Room HW305. 
The full report 
and background 

information can be viewed at: www.
ronmoeser.ca/COMMUNITY-MEET-
INGS.php

Wishing everyone a safe and great 
summer. Please stay in touch. 
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Spring and summer activities at Port Union Library 
Gardening for Birds, Butterflies and Beyond – This program is presented by staff 
of the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority and it will be held on 
Thursday, June 8, from 7:00-8:15 p.m. Helping the environment starts in your 
own backyard. Learn how to attract and protect native species, such as Monarch 
butterflies, nesting songbirds and hummingbirds with beautiful landscape 
features.  Participants will receive a free copy of the Creating Habitat Guide.

TD Summer Reading Club “GET YOUR SUMMER READ ON” Day – Registration begins 
on Saturday, June 17 at 9:00 a.m. and is for children of all ages. Join for 
free and take part in the fun online or at the library. On this day, there will 
be a surprise activity from 2:00-3:00 p.m. Canada is 150 years old and we 
have planned some fun activities to mark this great event. Join us for weekly 
programs for children aged 6-10 on Wednesdays starting July 12 to August 
16, from 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

Monday Night at the Movies – This weekly adult program is held on Mondays 
from 6:00-8:00 pm, Come watch some great films and meet new people. 
The movies are free and you are welcome to bring your own refreshments.
Ontario Early Years staff present an interactive, drop-in program for families 
with children ages birth to 6 years. It is held on Mondays from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. This program begins on Monday, June 19.

Knitting and Crocheting – This weekly multi-generational program is held 
on Saturdays from 9:30-11:30 am.  Learn a new skill and meet other area 
residents, There are volunteers to help you and a variety of pattern books 
and magazines are available to borrow. The last program of the season will 
be on June 24.

Ontario Early Years staff present an interactive, drop-in program for families 
with children ages birth to 6 years. It is held on Mondays from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. This program begins on Monday, June 19.

The Sun Life Financial Museum and Arts Pass (MAP) is available year-round. 
Your family can explore some of Toronto’s cultural and arts treasures for 
free. Limited quantities of passes are available weekly to adult library card 
holders beginning on Saturdays at 9:00 am on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  At the Port Union Library, MAP Passes that are distributed are:  the 
Art Gallery of Ontario, the City of Toronto Historic Sites and the Textile 
Museum of Canada.

For more program information, consult our “What’s On” publication, visit 
the Library website at www.torontopubliclibrary.ca or phone Answerline at 
416-393-7131.

By Gerry 
Divaris

Metrolinx is 
by now fully 
engaged in 
the GO Train 
transporta-

tion improve-
ment work along the Lakeshore 
East Corridor. As a result, the work 
has ramped up and we will again be 
experiencing the ramifications of this 
construction. The planned work is 
part of  the Metrolinx routine rail 
corridor state of good repair mainte-
nance program

Until the fall, Metrolinx will be 
replacing the old rail ties with new 
rail ties along the entire Lakeshore 
East Corridor (Union Station to 
Oshawa GO Station). This work 
will be conducted overnight between 

midnight and 6 a.m. It can only be 
done overnight because that is when 
there is minimal train activity.

What does this mean for those of 
us who live in proximity to the train 
tracks? 

Yes, you guessed it!  Noise and 
unwelcome lighting. 

Metrolinx does advise, however,  
that the work crews will mitigate 
these irritants as much as possible 
– the work will be sporadic at times 
and may have to be rescheduled 
or shifted along the rail corridor 
due to weather and site conditions. 
Metrolinx does not expect to have 
any long-term disruptions in any 
one particular area.

Should you require more infor-
mation you can contact Carmen 
Rapati, Community Relations and 
Issue Specialist, Lakeshore East 
Corridor,  at 416 202-4719 or 
carmen.rapati@metrolinx.com

Transportation Report

Transportation 
Gerry Divaris
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Why dogs drag their bottoms: common causes 
By Linda Striemer

People often consider it comical 
when dogs scoot their bums on the 
floor or grass, as though the dog is 
doing it for pleasure. In reality, it is 
a sign their bottoms are irritated and 
they are trying to soothe the irrita-
tion and discomfort. Dr. Melissa 
Pambianchi of West Hill Animal 
Clinic advises that the source is most 
often the anal sacs, which are small 
sacs on either side of the anus. Ordi-
narily, these sacs empty when a dog 
has a bowel movement. If they fail 
to empty properly, they can become 

impacted and if this blockage is not 
relieved, they can become severely 
inflamed, infected and even abscess. 
This is especially the case in smaller 
breed dogs. 

Dr. Pambianchi informs us that 
scooting is one symptom of anal 
sac problems. Other signs include 
chewing or persistently licking around 
the area, swelling around the anus, 
and trouble defecating. She states it is 
important to make an appointment 
for a solution to treat and relieve 
symptoms. The most common cause 
of scooting is inflammation of the anal 
sac (sometimes incorrectly referred to 

as anal glands), but it’s important 
to rule out tapeworm segments 
producing irritation, allergies 
resulting in itchiness and inflam-
mation, as well as fecal con-
tamination where hair and feces 
become matted in or around the 
rectum. (Do not attempt to trim 
hair around your dog’s bottom 
yourself. You could cut the skin, 
resulting in an infection.) 

So, what can you do to make 
it stop?  Dr. Pambianchi advises 
a vet will “express” or empty 
the sacs and if there are signs of an 
infection present, possibly infuse 
them with an antibiotic. In cases of 
an anal sac abscess, oral antibiotics 
and anti-inflammatory medication 
may be required. Having your vet-
erinarian empty these sacs regularly 
can prevent more severe problems. 
Increasing fibre in the diet may be 
beneficial to keep anal sac problems 
at bay, but consult your vet on the 
right amount to give. Treatment is 
often quick and easy and can make 
your dog a lot happier. It’s not a 
laughing matter.

In the summer, some people 
choose to ride their bikes with their 
dog on a leash. If you do this, watch 
your distance and be sure to include 
the return journey. It may be a 
comfortable ride for the bike rider 

but remember your dog is constantly 
running, the weather and asphalt are 
hot, and the terrain might be rough. 
The dog is panting, gasping and won’t 
be able to stop without fear of being 
dragged. Always err on the side of 
shorter distances and slower place. 
Dogs should be a minimum 25 lbs. 
There is plenty of information on 
safety tips and proper equipment. 
With so little room and so much to 
say, please research what is best for 
your dog.  Don’t leave home without 
knowing. 

Update: My last column profiled 
BO and our hopes that he would soon 
find a new home. Bo was adopted 
May 4 and we don’t know who is 
happier, BO or his new dad. Congrats 
to both of you!

Linda Striemer can be reached at 
foster-a-rescue@bell.net

 

Pets
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Advertising submissions 
deadline for the Septem-
ber issue is August 18, 
2017. 
Email Kelsey Dorval at  
ccra-advertising@hotmail.com 
or visit:  
ccranews.com/advertising.html.

Organizer Event Date & Location Event Details Contact

Scarborough Arts Scarborough Worldwide 
Film Festival

June 6 - 11, various times & locations including UTSC, 
Fox Theatre, Albert Campbell Square, Bluffers Park

Over 20 films from 10 countries, including free outdoor screenings of  
Wayne’s World at Albert Campbell Square and 2001: A Space Odyssey 
under the stars at Bluffers Park.

For full schedule: 
scarboroughfilmfestival.com

Toronto & Region 
Conservation Rouge Days June 7 - 11, various times & locations across the Rouge 

Watershed

Eighth annual community celebration of the people, places, history, 
nature and animals of the Rouge River Watershed. Events include 
astronomy & nature hikes, tree planting, boat cruise, and more.

Full details at rougedays.ca

Centennial Road Jr. P.S. BBQ Blast Thursday, June 8, 5:00 - 8:00 pm, 
271 Centennial Road

A family friendly community event including a BBQ, games, bouncy castle,  
silent auction and basket raffles.  416-396-6125

YouthLink BluesLink 10th 
Anniversary Bash

Thursday, June 8, doors open at 5:30 pm, Scarboro Golf 
and Country Club, 321 Scarborough Golf Club Rd. Dance to the music of our feature performers: ONQ and Jarvis Church 416-967-1773 for tickets

West Rouge Sports & Rec 
Association Parking Lot Sale Saturday, June 10, 8:00 am - 1:00pm,  

West Rouge Community Centre, 270 Rouge Hills Drive 6th annual Parking Lot Sale - bargains!  BBQ & refreshments available. Darlene Cross, 416-282-4853

Wildlands League Paddle the Rouge 2017 Sunday, June 18, 2017  8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Rouge Beach Park, east end of Lawrence Ave. E.

Celebrate Father’s Day on the river. Free Learn-to-Paddle for ages 5-18 and 
a day of paddling at the beach. Boats available for rent or bring your own. Jennifer Berney, 416-971-9453 x46 

info@wildlandsleague.org

Highland Creek Heritage 
Festival Committee

Highland Creek Festival
Fundraiser Dinner/Dance

Saturday, June 10, 6:00 pm 
St. Dunstan of Canterbury Church, 56 Lawson Rd.

Cocktails, dine and dance to music from Groove Marmalade, live auction. 
Proceeds shared with Tony Stacey Centre & Urban Promise.  Tickets $50.

In The Spirit Yoga, 376 Old Kingston 
Rd.

Highland Creek Heritage 
Festival Committee

32nd annual
Highland Creek Festival

Saturday, June 17, 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
Old Kingston & Morrish Rds.

Lots of new attractions and fun for the family! Pancake breakfast, beer 
tent, magic show, amusement park, craft sale, rock climbing wall, food 
trucks, live music, and more!

Visit www.hchf.ca for details.

Catholic Women’s League -St. 
Joseph Highland Creek Parish

Annual Heritage Day 
Festival Bazaar

Saturday June 17th from 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Morrish & Old Kingston Rd.

 International Foods, Baked Goodies, Plant Sale, Treasures, Tea Room and 
much more. Lucia: 416-283-3536

Port Union Festival Committee Port Union Waterfront 
Festival

Saturday, June 24 , 11:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Port Union Village Commons, foot of Port Union Rd.

Family festival with free kids’ rides, bouncer and games, live  local 
entertainment, BBQ, free carnival treats, community tables and displays, 
prizes, 5KM Walk/Run, 10KM run (register through the Running Room).

www.waterfrontpark.ca

Bioblitz Ontario Rouge National Urban 
Park BioBlitz

June 25, 2017, 11:00 am - 4:00 pm.  
Rouge Valley Conservation Centre, 1749 Meadowvale 
Road at Zoo Road

BioBlitz brings together experts, scientists and the public to inventory 
all species in an area over 24 hours. The Basecamp Festival celebrates 
Canada’s natural heritage and biodiversity. Activity Alley, CBC Kids Zone, 
Play Zone, Animal Shows, Food Trucks and more.

http://www.ontariobioblitz.ca

Parks Canada Canada 150 Events at 
Rouge Park

Dates throughout the summer at Rouge National 
Urban Park Guided hikes and events include Canada Day, Parks Day and Butterfly Day. www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/on/rouge

MP Gary Anandasangaree Canada 150 Community 
BBQ

Sunday July 9  from 1:00 - 4:00 pm, 
Joyce Trimmer Park at Sheppard Ave. E. & Conlins Road

Celebrate Canada 150 at a Community BBQ in the park with MP Gary 
Anandasangaree. 416-283-1414

CCRA, West Rouge CA., West 
Rouge Sports & Rec., Port 
Union Seniors, City of Toronto

Port Union Summer 
Concert Series

Sunday evenings on July 9, 16 and 23 - 7:00 pm
Port Union Community Centre, 5450 Lawrence Ave. E.

Free concerts featuring Scarborough Concert Band (July 9), Climax Jazz 
Band (July 16), and Port United (July 23);  

Port Union Community Centre,  
416-396-4031.

Probus Club of Scarborough, 
Tuesday

Speaker series: Mark 
Hunter, Stormchaser

Tuesday, July 18, 10:00 am - noon,  
Royal Canadian Legion 258, 45 Lawson Road

Weather Network meteorologist and severe weather specialist Mark 
Hunter speaks on storm chasing. Guests $5 at the door. Ann Matthee, ann266@sympatico.ca

Probus Club of Scarborough, 
Tuesday

Speaker series: Steve 
Burrows

Tuesday, August 15, 10:00 am - noon,  
Royal Canadian Legion 258, 45 Lawson Road

Author and birdwatcher Steve Burrows on his Birder Murder Mysteries.   
Guests $5 at the door. Ann Matthee, ann266@sympatico.ca

COMMUNIT Y  E VENTS  C ALENDAR

Port Union Waterfront Festival
Mark your calendars for the Annual Port Union Waterfront Festival, which is coming up on Saturday, June 24 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. This is the 10th year for the family-oriented event that is held at Port Union Village Common. Fun 
for the kids will include midway rides, a rock climbing wall, a fun house slide and face painting by UTSC students. 
Hawk’s Shadow will be back with his tee pee, and more than 50 booths for local businesses and community 
organizations will be on site.

Under the new category this year will be a Crafters’ Marketplace where local crafters will be selling their wares, and 
Yoga Feast, which is a banquet of yoga, music and food taking place on the lake side. Yoga mats will be provided. 
There will be free popcorn, candy floss and snow cones from the Optimist Club of Rouge Valley for the kids and free 
McDonald’s coffee for the rest of us. 
Different musical performances will be taking place on the two stages every hour. For a listing of performers and 
times, see the website at www.waterfrontpark.ca. 
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Opinion

Working to preserve  
Scarborough Beaches
By Steve Smith

As the Scarborough Bluffs 
gradually come to an 
end east of Morningside 
Avenue before terminat-
ing at Beechgrove Road, 
there is a three-kilometre 
stretch of wide sandy beach, 
Grey Abbey and East Point 
Beach. History tells us these 
beaches have existed for 
more than 10,000 years. 
All this could change if the 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority’s 
Scarborough Waterfront Project is approved 
for construction. In its place the TRCA is 
proposing to obliterate half of this natural 
shoreline by means of concrete lake fill, and 
paving it.

 Over the past couple of years, a growing 
group of concerned citizens, along with 
various grassroots organizations have been 
advocating to save this beach while promoting 
21st century best practice solutions to better 
access the area. Volunteers have been walking 
this beach, educating and conversing with 
the public that utilize this precious space. 
Research on the implications of shoreline 
hardening has been ongoing to better educate 
the public. This research has been com-
municated via presentations and meetings 
with local politicians, the Guildwood Village 
Community Association, Friends of the Guild 
and the TRCA, to name a few.  

The team has been participating in the 
Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup, and has 
arranged educational walks of the eastern 
bluff tablelands and beaches.  There has 
been representation at film and photography 
festivals, including a photo exhibit at Art 
Works Art School. Articles have been written 
in local newspapers and community newslet-
ters as well as television and radio spots. A 
link to the online petition can be found at 
www.torontonaturalshorelines.ca where more 
than 900 signatures and heartfelt comments 
exist.

 A core group continues to meet with the 
TRCA in private meetings to better under-
stand the rationale behind the Scarborough 
Waterfront Project, while at the same time 
presenting alternate proposals for the area.  
One such proposal was researched and drafted 
by the volunteers and presented to the TRCA 
for consideration. The group has attended 
and participated in the TRCA’s public infor-
mation meetings, as well as the stakeholder 
committee meetings. Many of the individuals 
on that stakeholder committee have been 
asking the conservation authority to apply 
new world philosophies and ideas to preserve 
the beach while still allowing greater public 
access.

 Ongoing community engagement is 
needed to preserve this natural environ-
ment before it is gone forever. What can the 
public do? Become involved. Visit and enjoy 
the beach. Join us on a walk via MeetUp. 

Participate in a beach cleanup via the Great 
Canadian Shoreline Cleanup.  Sign the online 
petition. Write to any City of Toronto coun-
cillor. Together we can make a difference and 
preserve one of the last precious spaces along 
our shoreline.

 
Steve Smith is a member of Friends of the 
Bluffs.
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CCRA Centennial News  
Distribution 

This is the last issue of the 
CCRA Centennial News 
before the summer break.  
I want to wish everyone 
a very happy and safe 

summer holiday. Whether 
you enjoy relaxing in your 

backyard, day trips around our fabulous city, 
soaking up the sun at the family cottage, walks 
down by the lake or exotic vacations, enjoy the 
hot summer days. 

At this time I want to say a big thank you 
to all those involved in writing, printing and 
delivering the CCRA Centennial News to our 
wonderful community. We are very lucky to have 
so many people who are willing to volunteer 
their time.    

If you are a student who is moving on in 
September and can no longer deliver the CCRA 
Centennial News in the fall, send me an email 
so that I can start  looking for a new carrier.  Any 
student who needs a volunteer hour form signed 
should send me an email and I will arrange to 
have it done. 

Speaking of email, I have been updating the 
CCRA distribution database and now have most 
people’s email addresses.  However, there are still 
about 30 individuals for whom I do not have an 
email address.   If you have not received an email 
from me within the last two months, it means I 
don’t have your email address.  Please send me 
an email at distribution@ccranews.com and I 
will add you to the distribution list.   Everyone is 
so busy these days that communication is easier 
by email than by trying to get in touch with 
someone by phone.  

Have a great summer!  The CCRA Centennial 
News will be back in September. 

Mail with cheque payable to: OR
CCRA
Port Union Community Centre
5450 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough ON M1C 3B2

Drop off in the CCRA mailbox 
located opposite the main office at 
the Port Union Community Centre.

OR  Join right now online at  
www.ccranews.com

CCRA 2017 Membership Form
It’s easy to join or renew your membership. Complete this form, then mail with your annual household fee. To join online,  
go to www.ccranews.com to join with credit card or PayPal.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________Postal Code ___________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email (for e-news only) ________________________________________________________

Check all applicable boxes:

I would like to join or renew my annual CCRA membership.  I enclose payment for:  o $15 (1 year)     o $30 (2 years)

o  I support the work of CCRA & have added my donation for $ _______________. Total amount enclosed is $ ________________

o	I am interested in distributing newsletters in the Centennial community (10 issues per year). Please contact me.

o I am interested in volunteering at CCRA events. Please contact me.

o I would like my business listed in the Business Directory on ccranews.com. Please contact me with more information.

Centennial Community 
and Recreation Association 
5450 Lawrence Avenue East,  
Scarborough ON M1C3B2

Website: www.ccranews.ca

Facebook.com/ccranews

Twitter @ccranews

Email: news4ccra@gmail.com

Your 2017 membership supports Centennial events

Wanda  
Wierzbicki

End of a tasty era
For those who haven’t heard, this year will 
be the last season for pick-your-own fruits 
and vegetables at Whittamore’s Farm. Yes, 
the popular farm at 8100 Steeles Ave. will be 
closing its gates to the public in November, so 
that means the end of the Farm Shop, the Fun 
Farm Yard and Pumpkinland as well. It’s long 
been a popular place for picking your own 
strawberries and raspberries for many in the 
area and it will be missed. The Whittamores, 
who have farmed the land since 1804, aren’t 
giving up farming but they’re rebalancing their 
lives and pursuing other interests. Enjoy their 
last season!


