
Residents who were asked 
this question had good things 
to say about our area 
 
By Kathy Rowe 
 
“We have lived in this community 
since 1994 and we just love it here! 
This is a family-oriented community 
that has a small town feel while in 
the city. We are very fortunate to be 
living so close to the beautiful green 
spaces such as the newly acclaimed 
Rouge Urban Park where we can 
enjoy wonderful hiking trails and a 
stunning waterfront.” 

“I love living 
here because I 
like going to 
all of the play-
grounds nearby 
like Adams Park, 
Wanita Park and 
the park near 
the Port Union 
waterfront. I 

like that it is a dog-friendly neigh-
bourhood and my dog Beanie has 
many friends to play with.” 
Dianne, Doug and Nicole Flemming 

“When my husband and I were 
looking for a place to call home and 
raise a family 21 years ago, we fell 
in love with this community. We 
both agreed that Centennial felt like 
a small town. As a personal trainer 
and fitness enthusiast, the waterfront 
is one of my favourite places to find 
myself. You really do not have to go 
far to join in or find a group to be a 
part of. Whether it’s a running group, 
mom and baby class, senior walks, 
pickup hockey/baseball, or finding 
answers to questions on our very 
own Facebook page, you name it this 
community offers it. Our community 
is unique. A trip to the local grocery 
store is never a short one because 
you bump into people you know 
and stop to say hello. Continuing to 
work and live in this neighbourhood 
is definitely an honour. I am grateful 
to be a part of such a supportive and 
inspiring community.”
Heather Hawley

Mayor John Tory, left, spent half a day with Councillor Jim Hart in Ward 44 on July 28. Hart showed the mayor two stormwater management ponds in the 
Centennial Creek watershed, Willowlea Wetlands and Meadowvale Wetlands, that have become overgrown with invasive phragmites. 
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Councillor Jim Hart looks forward to hearing from you 
By Kathryn Stocks

On June 28, Toronto City Council listened to the 
speeches of more than 30 people who applied 
for the Ward 44 councillor’s position and chose 

Jim Hart to represent us. It was a good choice because 
Jim not only knows a lot about the city from the 31 
years he spent working for it, he also knows a lot about 
this ward from his year working in the late Ron Moeser’s 
office.

Jim grew up in Toronto’s Riverdale area, but has 
lived in Scarborough for more than 30 years, first near 
Thomson Park, then in Highland Creek from 1997-2013 
and now on Lawson Rd.

Our new councillor has been married to his wife Joan 
for 30 years. They met in 1983 when both worked at 
Metro Housing. Joan still works at Toronto Community 
Housing but Jim moved on to several other depart-
ments during his career, including Metro Clerks, the city 
manager’s office, Municipal Licensing Standards, and 
Parks, Forestry and Recreation. He retired on Jan. 31, 
2014, and played golf for a few years.

Jim had known Ron Moeser for about 20 years, so 
when he heard that Ron was ill, Jim offered to volunteer 
in the office for one day a week. But Ron asked him if he 
could work for three days a week and Jim said sure. That 
was in June 2016. 

                                                                                    

“It was inspiring to watch Ron when he was really ill 
come in here and still deal with resident issues because he 
had such a passion for the residents of Ward 44,” Jim said. 
“He would do anything to help them even though he was 
struggling.” 

It’s important to Jim to carry on Ron’s legacy for 
keeping this ward green and beautiful. “It’s a gorgeous 
place to live.”

One of the main issues coming his way is rooming 
houses in Highland Creek. This issue is near and dear to 
his heart because that’s why he moved away from his last 
house. He lived on a lovely cul-de-sac near UTSC, but 
when two houses were sold and became student housing, 
the condition of the outsides of the homes deteriorated. 
He didn’t want to be the last person to leave the street as it 
was changing.

He says one of the main issues with student rooming 
houses is neglect, which isn’t a bylaw violation but it is a 
change in community standard. “I think if a bylaw was to 
be enacted to allow for rooming houses in the long term 
in Scarborough, which I wouldn’t support, but if it was, 
there has to be a provision for community standard so the 
look and feel of a neighbourhood doesn’t change.“

Community consultations have been done and the 
next step will be whether or not to do a pilot project. 
Having worked for the city for so long, Jim understands 
where staff are coming from. “You’ve got a zoning issue 

The next two meetings of the 
CCRA will be on Tues., Sept. 5 
and Tues., Oct. 3 at 7:15 p.m. at 
the Port Union CC. Hope you can 
join us!

» Continued on page 19

Why do you 
love living in 
the Centennial 
community?

Nicole Flemming with  
her dog Beanie. 
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where rooming houses are allowed 
in parts of the city and in other parts 
they aren’t. We really do have to have 
one set of rules for a single city, but 
you also have to have a set of rules 
that work.”

Another big issue is the Scarbor-
ough Waterfront Trail. The environ-
mental assessment is going through 

the process now and is looking for 
public feedback this month. Jim said 
it’s important to connect the water-
front from one end of Scarborough 
to the other because the enjoyment of 
walking or biking beside the water is 
like being out of the city.

During his first weeks, Jim took 
Mayor John Tory on a tour of 

the ward on July 28 and had Ron 
Moeser’s name removed from the sign 
on the Centennial Plaza mural. While 
he’s waiting for the box to be taken 
down and the wall to be painted 
underneath it, he is urging KFC to 
do the same with their sign.

One of the things Jim is looking 
forward to is dealing with residents’ 

issues, whether it’s problems on their 
property, on their street or in a local 
park. “I love those things because 
they’re generally fairly easy to deal 
with and you get immediate results.”  
So give our new councillor a call. 
He’s looking forward to hearing from  

» Councillor Hart continued from page 1

you.
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Another great summer in Scarborough!

President’s Message

By Jennifer McKelvie 
 
CCRA Summer Events. Summer 
kicked off with a burst of fun in Cen-
tennial.  In June, CCRA supported 
both the Highland Creek Festival and 
the Port Union Waterfront Festival.  
At the Highland Creek Festival, 
Mayor John Tory proclaimed June 
17 as Highland Creek Heritage Day 
commemorating one of the earliest 
settlements in the Scarborough 
community.  At the Port Union 
Waterfront Festival on June 24, to 
stand together for East Scarborough, 
the five local community associations 
(Centennial, Coronation, Highland 
Creek, West Rouge, West Rouge 
Sports and Recreation) shared booth 
space and spoke with residents.  We 
also co-sponsored the attendance of 
Scientists in Schools. The scientists 
conducted interactive learning activi-
ties on insects and birds with kids 
at the festival. The fun kept going 
through July with the Port Union 
Concert Series. A huge thank you to 
Kathy Rowe for organizing our par-
ticipation in these events, and thank 
you to all the CCRA team members 
who volunteered over the summer.  
 
Happy 150 Canada! The highlight of 
the summer was Canada’s 150th 
Birthday.  I had a great time at the 
Scarborough Civic Centre listening 
to local music artists and enjoying 
the performances by Indigenous 
drummers and dancers.   It was 
also loads of fun to walk in the 
50th Annual Scarborough Canada 
Day parade with the Scarborough 
Community Renewal Organization.  
The excitement was contagious and 
watching strangers high five and 
cheer together in celebration of our 
fantastic country was heartwarming. 
 
Welcome Jim Hart. On behalf of 
CCRA, I would like to welcome 
Councillor Jim Hart. He was 
appointed by Toronto Council on 
June 28. Councillor Hart lives in the 
Centennial community and previous-
ly worked with the City of Toronto 
for 31 years, including as General 
Manager of Parks, Forestry and Rec-
reation, and as Executive Director of 
Municipal Licensing and Standards. 
We look forward to working with 
him on local issues. Make sure to 
check out his first report in this 
month’s issue.  
 
Scarborough Waterfront Environmental 
Assessment.  On Friday, July 28,  the 
Scarborough Waterfront Project was 
referred to the Toronto & Region 
Conservation Authority (TRCA).  
The project will connect East Point 
Park to Bluffer’s Park. CCRA’s past 

president Jeff Forsyth was a partici-
pant on the stakeholder committee 
for many years. On behalf of the 
CCRA executive, Jeff submitted 
a letter to TRCA expressing that 
we “fully support proceeding with 
the preparation and submission of 
the Environmental Assessment for 
this project.  The study undertaken 
has been fair, thorough and very 
comprehensive in the evaluation of 
all aspects of all the environmental 
features of the area.  The Centennial 
Community and Recreation Asso-
ciation fully supports the preferred 
alternative.” The preferred alterna-
tive was approved by TRCA and the 
project will now proceed to Toronto 
City Council for approval to submit 
the final Environmental Assessment 
report to the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment and Climate Change.  The 
draft EA will be available for public 

review until October 
2.  The Draft EA 
can be accessed 
online at: www.trca.
ca/swp. Comments 
can be submitted 
to TRCA by email 
to Nancy Gaffney 
at waterfront@trca.
on.ca. All comments 
will be responded 
to in the Final EA. 
A big thank you 
to Jeff Forsyth for 
representing our 
community associa-
tion on the stakeholder committee.

Join us! We are always looking 
for volunteers to join the CCRA 
executive, if you’re interested in 
learning more about what we do, 
and how you can get involved, feel 
free to email me at graymckelvie@

gmail.com or call me at 416-931-
0960.  Community members are 
also welcome to join our monthly 
meetings the first Tuesday of the 
month, 7:15 at the Port Union Rec-
reation Centre. I hope to see you there 
sometime!

Mayor John Tory, CCRA President Jennifer McKelvie and Caitlin McKelvie 
celebrating Canada 150 at the Scarborough Civic Centre. 
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West Rouge Sports and 
Rec seeks enthusiastic 
new members
By Darlene Cross

The West Rouge Sports and Recreation Asso-
ciation is actively looking for new members 
to join our enthusiastic board of directors. 
We are a fun organization sponsoring sports 
teams and hosting Yuk Yuk’s, Family Day, 
Winterfest, Parking Lot Sale, Fun Run, Artisan 
Sale, movie nights and the Halloween and 
Easter children’s parties. We meet every 
second Wednesday from September to 
June at the West Rouge Community Centre 
at 7 p.m. Please call our president, Martin 
Bugden, at  416-283-3524 and check us out 
at  www.sportsandrec.ca. Our first meeting is 
Wednesday, September 13. Come join us!

Summer Concerts

By Robert Hinz

The Port Union Summer Concert 
Series has wrapped up another 
successful year. With our ongoing 
mandate to provide entertain-
ment for all ages at no cost to our 
community, we invited a trio of 
performers who have received much 
positive feedback from their concerts 
in previous years.     

The series started off with 
an excellent performance by the 
Scarborough Concert Band. 
They played a diverse selection of 
orchestral pieces, from classical to 
Broadway and Hollywood show 
tunes, focusing a reasonable number 
of songs on Canadian composers 
in honour of our country’s 150th 
Anniversary. The second evening 
had the renowned Climax Jazz Band 

delivering a solid set of traditional 
Dixieland Jazz tunes as only they 
can. Among many fascinating tales 
of their 45+ year history, was one 
of particular interest where bass 
player Chris Daniels recounted 
the acquisition of his almost 100-
year-old classic upright bass in 
London, England, by his father. This 
valuable and historic instrument was 
abandoned by its original owner. 

The third and final evening was 
headlined by local pop/rock/reggae/
funk band Port United whose very 
name was selected in honour of their 
home base. They had many in the 
audience up dancing and generated 
the high level of energy that we’ve 
come to expect of them from the 
many shows they’ve played for our 
community events over the past 
few years. A special shout out to 

Port United as they very generously 
offered to donate their performance 
fee to a local charitable cause that 
is involved with children’s musical 
programs. We are currently working 
with them to identify the recipient 
of their donation.

In spite of two of the three 
evenings having to move the concerts 
to the gym inside the Port Union 
Community Centre due to rain, we 
had record audiences on all evenings, 
and we look forward to another 
exciting Concert Series next year!

Many thanks to the volunteers 
who helped to plan and run the 
concerts, as well as our sponsors 
– West Rouge Community Associa-
tion, CCRA, West Rouge Sports & 
Recreation, Port Union Seniors and 
the City of Toronto Parks & Recre-
ation. Without the support of all of 
these groups, we would not be able 
to provide the community with these 
popular events, and we truly appreci-
ate their ongoing involvement.

Rain didn’t dampen enthusiasm for concert series  

The Scarborough Concert Band, top, and the Climax Jazz Band had to move inside the Port Union 
Community Centre on their performance nights in July due to inclement weather.



www.ccranews.ca   Voice of the Community since 1949 5

Port Union Cares’ sponsored family arrived in August
By Beyhan Farhadi

Thursday,  August 10 marked 
the beginning of our 
sponsored family’s new life 

in Canada. A few members of Port 
Union Cares arrived at the airport 
early in the morning that day to 
greet Senait and her primary-aged 
son, Adjam (their names have been 
changed to ensure their privacy), 
who were exhausted but in such 
good spirits! After their arrival, we 
drove back to their temporary home 
here in Centennial where they had 
lunch, received a tour of the space, 
and comfortably settled into their 
beds for a nap. The comfort that 
met them would not have been 
possible without the hard work of 
Port Union Cares members, who 
outfitted the space with ethnically 
specific food, comfortable bedding, 
toys and furniture for the family.

We want to highlight two 
members in particular who gener-
ously volunteered to share their 
space with this family. Kim and 
Greg Deighton are two of the 14 
founding members of Port Union 
Cares. Since the family’s arrival, 
they have not only provided 
temporary shelter, but they have 
also shared their time and energy 
helping the family transition into 
a new community and culture. If 
you were to pay them a surprise 
visit, you’d likely see Adjam 
playing with Greg in the front 
yard, or Senait with Kim, sharing 
recipes and exchanging stories. 
They have provided more than  
temporary shelter; they’ve provided 
a welcoming and safe home. We are 
grateful for their extraordinary com-
mitment.

We also want to thank the 
members of our community, 
who have come through not only 
with financial donations but also 
with clothing, toys, furniture and 
household appliances. We’re still 
seeking out items, so if you’d like 
more frequent communication 
about their needs, please email Port 
Union Cares at portunioncares@
gmail.com and we will add you to 
our mailing list.

The next few weeks will be 
critical to ensure the family’s 
smooth transition into new 
routines. We’ll be hitting the 
ground in search of accessible 
permanent housing, attending 
settlement meetings and various 
appointments, learning the ropes of 
transit, and getting both Senait and 
Adjam settled into their respective 
schools.

Port Union Cares is continu-
ing to raise money to support this 
family for the year; this includes 
a loan they’ve incurred by the 
federal government for their travels 
and medical expenses, which is 
over $5,000. Any unused funds 
will go toward the sponsorship of 
refugees in 2018. Please consider 
extending financial support by 
donating through Canada Helps. 
Canadian contributions are eligible 
for a tax receipt, which you receive 
within minutes of processing your 
donation.

Thank you, friends, for your 
continued support.

Refugee Sponsorship

Kim and Greg Deighton and Bushra Sameer of 
Port Union Cares were happy to accept a cheque 
from the students at Centennial Road Public 
School who organized a toonie drive to raise 
money on World Refugee Day on June 20. 
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By Donald Allen,
Scarborough Historical Society and 
Archives

The West Hill Roxy Theatre was the first 
purpose-built theatre in Scarborough 
and it opened its doors to the public on 

July 4, 1949.  It was constructed on the north 
side of Kingston Road between Galloway Rd. 
and Lawrence Ave. The first movie played 
was “My Dream is Yours,” starring Doris Day. 

Reeve Oliver E. Crockford along with two 
deputy reeves and two councillors represent-
ed the Scarborough Township Council. Mr. 
Crockford complimented the management 
on the beautiful building and expressed his 
happiness that a theatre had finally located 
in Scarborough.

The doors opened at 6:30 p.m. with the 
movies starting at 7 p.m. After the movie, 
they would usually run the first reel again for 
the benefit of any patrons who arrived late. 
The building was used for many different 
functions and the small stage in front of the 
screen saw events like Christmas sing-alongs, 

charity benefits such as the 
Manitoba Flood Relief in the early 
1950s, and fundraisers to help 
with the building of the Scarbor-
ough General Hospital. 

In 1951, radio station CKLB 
Oshawa broadcast from the 
lobby of the Roxy every Monday 
evening, and the Johns-Manville 
Concert Group performed many 
times.  During the first year of 
operation, more than 130,000 
patrons attended the various 
shows. At this time, West Hill had 
a population of approximately 
5,000.

Two years after opening, 
another 100 seats were added to the theatre 
with a smoking section at the rear. During 
the summer months, a Wednesday matinee 
was added. In January 1953, the Roxy 
started having two complete showings a 
night: the first viewing was at 6 p.m. and the 
second around 9 p.m.

In July 1953, there was a special two-day 

showing of the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth ll narrated by Laurence Olivier. 
November of that year saw the installation 
of a Wide Vision Screen and the following 
summer new equipment was installed so 
that Cinemascope Pictures could be shown.

The Roxy was very active in trying to 
entertain the children; there were comic 
book exchanges and best costume themes 

where the first 250 kids could win prizes and 
autographed pictures of Roy Rogers. Family 
Nights were introduced in January 1955, 
where an entire family could enter the show 
for $1. 

in March 1956, the Roxy was purchased 
by the Regional Theatre Circuit, which was 
a subsidiary of Odeon Theatres of Canada. 
As a promotion, new dishes were given out 
during September 1957. Not sure that would 
work nowadays - 600 kids in a dark theatre 
holding china dishes? 

By the late 1950s, the Roxy, along 
with many other theatres and “night out” 
activities, started to suffer from the new 
television era. In an address to the Rouge 
Hills Lions Club in 1958, Roxy manager 
Sam Berman stated the importance of the 
theatre: “A closed theatre generally has a 
deteriorating effect on the economy of the 
neighbourhood.” 

The theatre was also becoming a bit of a 
target because of its isolated location. It had 
been robbed several times previously and in 
April 1958, more than 200 seats were slashed 
in what was said to be the worst case of 
vandalism in Scarborough up to that time. 

In May 1958, the Roxy was taken over by 
Odeon Theatres of Canada Limited. In March 
1963, the admission price was lowered to 
attract more patrons: 75 cents for adults, 50 
cents for students and 25 cents for children. 
There was even an Easter show where the 
kids could win real bunnies. (I’m sure the 
parents must have loved this idea!)

The mid-1960s saw numerous changes 
along with new owners and managers 
trying to boost interest. During the Saturday 
matinée intermission, local rock and folk 
bands, along with go-go girls, entertained 
the kids with live music. The Roxy was closed 
for a brief time for renovations but all their 
efforts were in vain, with new theatres 
opening such as the Bijou, Elaine, and multi-
show theatres like Cedarbrae. The Roxy had 
always had water problems because of an 
underground spring that flooded the lower 
front portion of the theatre each spring and 
summer. With an estimated repair bill of 
$150,000 to correct the problem, the Roxy 
was no longer able to compete for the enter-
tainment dollars required to stay viable. 

Any of us who were children living in or 
around the West Hill area will remember the 
fun times and the Saturday matinees, the 
10-cent popcorn that tasted the way popcorn 
should taste, the 5-cent slab of Macintosh 
Toffee that used to last through the singing 
of God Save the Queen, two movies and 
three cartoons. 

Sadly, after a brief 18 years of existence, 
the Roxy closed its doors forever on Saturday, 
May 13, 1967. Shortly after that the building 
was demolished to make way for a new car 
wash and gas bar, and a few decades later 
the car wash was cleared to make way for the 
townhouses that now occupy the site. Most 
people driving past the area today would 
never know of the hundreds of thousands 
of people who crowded the Roxy in days 
gone by. Those simple days of fun brought a 
pleasure that is now but a wonderful memory. 

The Roxy Theatre

The West Hill Roxy Theatre on Kingston Rd. had a short 
existence. It was built in 1949 and demolished in 1967.
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Sir Oliver Mowat CI                                                    

Dragon boat Juniors win silver at Nationals
by Eunice Chong

Members of the junior 
division of the Picker-
ing Dragon Boat Club 

(PDBC) celebrated as they wrapped 
up their medal-laden performance 
at the 2017 Canadian Dragon Boat 
Championships in Welland, Ontar-
io, in  August.

It marked the inception of a 
junior program at PDBC, which 
certainly accomplished much in its 
first season as the team went into 
every regatta the underdogs and 
emerged victorious, regardless of 
the odds. The team’s cohesiveness 
likely had something to do with the 
fact that of the 25-person team, all 
but four currently attend Sir Oliver 
Mowat Collegiate Institute.

They were, as co-captain Taylor 
Hansen put it, “a ragtag group of 
kids of all ages and backgrounds 
who came together to accomplish 
incredibly difficult challenges.” 
Practices began before dawn three 
days a week on Frenchman’s Bay in 
Pickering, under the watchful eyes 
of coaches Megan Ballantyne and 
Scott Murray, the newly minted 
president of Dragon Boat Canada.

Training culminated in a sterling 
performance at Nationals from 
August 4-6 at the Welland Interna-
tional Flatwater Centre, a facility 
recently renovated for the 2015 Pan 
American Games. Pressure ran high 
as the PDBC Juniors competed in 
200m, 500m and 2k races against 
teams from across Canada, all of 
them with more experience than 
Pickering, which had a long shot 
at the podium. However, the team 
trounced the competition with its 
second-place finishes in the three 
junior categories: mixed, women 
and open, each time losing out to 
the Dragon Zone Paddling Club, 
which is based in Vancouver, B.C., 
and an old hand at Nationals. 

Co-captain Sarah Camacho 
commended her team for their spirit 
along with their silver medals: “I’m 
proud to be a part of a team that not 
only values hard work and commit-
ment, but kindness and generosity, 
as I saw demonstrated throughout 
the three-day competition.”

The event was a qualifier for the 
2018 Club Crew World Champion-
ships in Szeged, Hungary. PDBC 
Juniors’ success this year puts them 
in excellent position to perform with 
an older, more experienced crew 
next summer. 

Looking ahead, Sarah remarked, 
“I am overjoyed to be travelling to 
Hungary in the summer of 2018 
where we will be competing as one 
of the top junior teams for all of 

Canada. And, we are always looking 
for new members to grow our team 

and make it even greater than it  

Eunice Chong is a 
Grade 12 student 
at Sir Oliver 
Mowat CI who is 
enthusiastic about 
English, chemistry 
and dragon 
boating. She also 
plays soccer and 
field hockey, and 
co-edits the school 
newspaper.

The first year of the Junior program at the Pickering Dragon Boat Club was impressive as the team won three silver medals at 
Nationals this summer. Twenty-one of the 25 team members are students at Mowat. 

already is.”
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By Doug Reith
Are you interested in joining a 
60-years-plus woodcarving group in 
the Centennial community? Parks 
Forestry and Recreation offers a 
weekly drop-in program for both 
amateur and experienced carvers 
on Thursday mornings from 9:30 
am to 11:30 am at the Port Union 
Community Centre.

This weekly woodcarving program 
began well over 15 years ago as an 
instructor-led course. Over the past 
few years it has evolved into a drop-in 
program. Everyone is always ready to 
share their knowledge and tips with 
one another. New joiners are treated 
with kid gloves and will benefit from 
the tips shared by the friendly experi-
enced carvers. Tables and some tools 
are provided for the carvers to use. 
Most of the regulars bring their own 
tools to each session.

Come out to see what the carvers 
are up to on Thursday mornings at 
Port Union. If you wish to come on 
a regular basis, you can speak to the 
front office staff about buying an 
affordable membership. Good conver-
sation and camaraderie are free! Coffee 
and cookies cost just one dollar.

Attention woodcarvers!

Community Centre

By Veronica Chavez

The definition of the word 
“knit”reads as follows:

Knit: tie or link together; needlework 
created by interlacing yarn in a series 
of connected loops using straight eyeless 
needles or by machine. 

This definition left out creativity, 
co-ordination, friendship, patience 
and joy.

I wanted to create something 
with my hands but at the same time 
experience enjoyment and social 
interaction. I decided that taking 
up knitting would fulfill my needs. 
The Port Union Library Branch 
holds knitting sessions on Saturday 
mornings so I decided to join in to 
learn how to knit. The volunteer 
instructors (who also knit with the 
Port Union Seniors group during 

the week) are experienced knitters. 
They welcomed me from the very 
start. They continue to be incred-
ibly helpful to me by demonstrat-
ing patience and by sharing their 
knowledge of this craft.

When I first took up knitting, 

my hands and fingers would get stiff 
and sore. But after several days of 
knitting I noticed that the soreness 
subsided. My fingers became 
stronger, more flexible and more 
relaxed. Before I knew it knitting 
fever took over and I just couldn’t 

stop knitting! So far I have made 
a few scarves, some  neck warmers 
and now I am learning how to make 
hats. 

My yarn and needles go every-
where I go. On the bus, to the park, 
waiting for appointments and at 
the end of a long day in the quiet 
of my home. I have discovered that 
knitting is extremely therapeutic. 
While focusing on the stitches, my 
personal thoughts take a break. 
The act of knitting puts me in 
the present moment and there is 
nothing distracting my attention 
from the task at hand. My mind and 
body are in a relaxed state where 
peace and joy are the best company. 
When I am at home, I love to play 
spiritual music in the background 
while I knit. 

Knitting has been beneficial when 
it comes to weight management. I 
don’t think about snacking as my 
hands are well occupied!  Knitting 
is also a very creative activity.  The 
colours and the patterns I choose 
come to life right before my eyes. I 
love to knit for people who are close 
to me.  It makes me happy knowing 
that my creations will help keep 
loved ones warm in the wintertime. 

Port Union Library knitting 
sessions take place on Saturday 
mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., with the exception of long 
weekends. Everyone is welcome.

Sita Kumareshan, left, and Shirley Schroeder are volunteer knitting instructors at the Port Union 
Library on Saturday mornings.

Knitting has unexpected joys and benefits
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Community Renewal

Ask not what your community can do for you…
By Kathy McGrath

Can we talk for a minute?  I know you are 
busy.  As a mother, wife, daughter of an 
aging parent, writer and homeowner I know 
how frantic life can get.  But we need your 
help with something.  By we, I mean the 
community of Scarborough - your community.  
Please bear with me as I make an impassioned 
plea for your assistance. 

Thirty years ago Scarborough became part 
of the amalgamated City of Toronto. Despite 
joining the Big Smoke, we have never been 
fully assimilated.  For some reason we are con-
sidered the poor cousins who are never invited 
to the big family events. The reasons for this 
are not entirely clear.  Some people think the 
eastern borough is crime ridden (which is a 
myth because stats show Scarborough has less 
violent crime than other areas of the city), 
others say we are too dependent on cars (well, 
yes, because the suburbs were designed for 
cars and we don’t have efficient transit - but 
that’s changing), and still others think our 
community is boring (we are definitely not a 
club district, but this is not entirely true). 

In reality, we have many great things in 
Scarborough: our fantastic lakefront and Bluffs; 
our extensive ravine systems and Rouge Park; 
U of T Scarborough and Centennial College; 
the newly built Guild Inn Estate and Bickford 
Bistro; the Cedar Ridge Creative Centre; 
and, finally, a thriving culinary scene (just ask 
famous U.S. dining blogger Tyler Cowen).  

Unfortunately, in spite of these positive 
features, our region is not thriving.  Our 
house prices are disproportionately lower than 
those in other parts of the city, people in the 
downtown core want to deny us a subway 
extension, and economic development is not 
happening here the way it is in other areas.  But 
we can change this!  A movement is afoot that 
promises to breathe new life into Scarborough. 

The Scarborough Community Renewal 
Organization (SCRO) is a group of smart, 
dedicated individuals who volunteer their time 
to make our community a better place.  Led 
by Jennifer McKelvie, the group has formed 
seven committees that are working diligently 
to improve things like economic development, 
arts and culture, health care, transit and, very 
importantly, our image with the public and 
media.

However, as with all community groups, 
SCRO is only as strong as its membership.  
This is where you come in.  To put it bluntly, 
SCRO needs more members and more money 
to keep its momentum going.  For only $25 
you can become a member, which will boost 
SCRO’s support base and will provide much-
needed funding to help this organization 
thrive.  All the money will be used to help the 
community you live in.  with its legal needs, 
dedicated volunteers are offering their time and 
skills to get various committees going.  Now 
it’s your turn:  Ask what you can do for your 
community!

 

Help Scarborough by buying a SCRO membership.
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By Kathryn Stocks

At the end of July, 88 people 
from across Canada met in 
Iceland for a difficult five-day 

trek that would test their strength 
and endurance, build friendships 
and raise more than $650,000 for 
women’s shelters in this country. 
All participants were Royal LePage 
agents and they were raising money 
for the Royal LePage Shelter Founda-
tion. One of those participants was 
Centennial’s Heather Lemieux. 

Heather had been preparing for 
the challenge for the past year. She 
knew the Laugavegur Trek was going 
to be gruelling with at least 11 hours 
a day of trudging up steep, windswept 
slopes, down into green river valleys, 
and then back up again. But it turned 
out to be “a lot more difficult than 
any of us imagined, even though we 
trained for it,” she said. 

The 88 participants were broken 
up into three groups that started the 
trek one day apart. They had two 
guides but everyone had to carry a 
daypack for their layers of clothing 

TREKKING IN ICELAND  
FOR A WORTHY CAUSE
Heather Lemieux spent five gruelling days this 
summer hiking Iceland’s spectacular Laugavegur to 
raise money for women’s shelters in Canada
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Photos clockwise from top left:  The days were long and difficult but the scenery was spectacular; When 
they had to cross a river it was a relief to take off their hiking boots, put on their water shoes and walk 
through the icy water; They put their tents up in the evening and packed them up every morning; At 
one point they were in the clouds and couldn’t see 50 feet ahead; Every waterfall was spectacular; They 
walked across this snow bridge without realizing there was nothing underneath to hold it up. 

The Laugavegur is the longest 
hiking trail in Iceland. It is also one of the most popular in the country because 
of the varied and beautiful scenery: colourful rhyolite mountains, hot springs, 
neon green mosses and grass, enormous ice caps and raging glacier-fed rivers and 
broad gravel floodplains. Located in the remote southern highlands of Iceland, 
most hikers begin in Landmannalaugar and head south. They can stop either in 
Thorsmork (55 km) or Skogar (80 km). Heather Lemieux’s group took on the extra 
challenge of hiking to Skogar. The trail is best from the end of June to the end of 
August and hikers should expect to encounter rain, wind, hail or all three. You can 
sleep in your own tent or book a bed in one of the six huts along the trail. 

and rain gear as well as their lunch 
and snacks. A truck met up with 
them at the end of each day bringing 
the tents, sleeping bags and food. 
Heather said they put their tents up 
in the evening and packed them up 
every morning “and then you walked 
and walked and walked.”

They began in Landmannalaugar 
where they did a hike of 15 km to 
prepare them for what was coming. 
The next day they packed up the 
tents and were on the move. This 
time it was a 24-km hike where 
they crossed over a number of snow 
bridges and saw a square lake. They 
stopped at Alftavatn, which Heather 
said reminded them of the land 
before time.

The day after that they expe-
rienced desert-like conditions on 
the 15 km-hike that took them to 
Emstrur-Botnar. The next day was 
another 15 km to Thorsmork and 
the last day was a 25-km trek to 
Skogar, which Heather found the 
hardest. 

While the days were long and 
difficult, the scenery was spectacular. 
Heather said she wasn’t prepared 
for how beautiful it was. In some 
spots, however, it was so barren and 
desolate “it was almost like we were 
on the moon.” On most days they 
had to cross a glacial river at some 
point and it was a relief to remove 
their hiking boots, put their water 
shoes on and walk through the icy 
water. The landscape was totally 
different every day and ranged from 
snow up to their knees to ice to sand. 
They were fortunate with the weather 
because they had very little rain in a 
place where it usually rains a lot.

“The last day for me was the 
hardest,” Heather said. “Most days 
were 11 hours, the last day was 
13½ hours.” They had to cross the 
difficult Cat’s Spine, which was 
about 100 feet long and anywhere 
from eight inches to maybe two 
feet across and down about half a 
kilometre or more on both sides. 
They got to a spot where they had 
to crawl over a large mound and at 
another stage it was basically vertical 
and they had to hold onto ropes 
to pull themselves across one at a 
time. Heather said it was really scary 
crossing that part.

Then they “walked up and up 
and up and up.” At one point they 
were in the clouds and couldn’t see 
50 feet ahead. So their guides got 
them to walk in single file and told 
them to always make sure they could 
see the person in front of them. 
They walked like that until they left 
the mist behind. 

That day they trudged across a 
glacier and in between two other 
glaciers before arriving at some spec-
tacular waterfalls. But after they saw 
about 25 of them, Heather said she 
didn’t care if she saw another one. 
She just wanted to finish. “It was a 
long, gruelling day.”  

But the journey was a great 
success because it raised so much for 
women’s shelters. Each participant 
had to raise at least $5,000. Heather 
raised $10,000, of which 80 per cent 
will go to Juliette’s Place, a women’s 
shelter in Malvern. The other 20 per 
cent goes for  education and preven-
tion programs at the Royal LePage 
Shelter Foundation.

Iceland’s 
Laugavegur Trek
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In the area

Revitalized Guild Park now back in business

By John Mason

After years of being left neglected, 
the revitalized Guild Inn Estate 
in the heart of Guildwood is back 
in business as a public park and a 
destination for special events. One 
of the first events was a network-
ing reception hosted in May by the 
Scarborough Business Association. 

Since then, thousands have come 

to enjoy the estate, which is on 
the site of the original and historic 
Guild Inn. One of its first guests was 
Mayor John Tory. He described the 
now-restored and expanded building 
to the Toronto Star as “a classy, 
beautiful” development that “will be 
a Mecca for people to come to and 
see what Scarborough is about.” 

Guild Park visitors can now enjoy 
a meal where the original Guild Inn 
stood – now called the Bickford 
Bistro – and savour the legacy of 
more than 100 years of local and 
Canadian history.

Today’s Guild Park evolved 
around a summer estate created in 
1914 by Canadian Army General 
Harold Bickford. The grounds were 
later transformed into the world-
renowned Guild of All Arts, owned 
and operated for almost 50 years 
by life-long art lovers, Rosa and 
Spencer Clark. 

The official grand opening of the 
estate in June attracted more than 
1,000 visitors.  Earlier in the moth, 
a volunteer-run event welcomed 
hundreds of local residents at a pre-
opening reception that doubled as 
one of Scarborough’s first Canada 
150 celebrations.

More than 11,000 visitors were 
expected to come to Guild Park 
over the summer to enjoy dozens 
of performances, festivals, walking 
tours and even a movie night. As a 
bonus, now on display is a selection 
of notable artworks originally 
owned by the Clarks and unseen 
publicly for more than 20 years.

More major improvements are 
also underway for Guild Park. 
These will help make the 36-hectare 
(88-acre) site one of  Scarborough’s 
hubs for arts and culture.

Architectural work has begun 
to bring back arts facilities and 
programs, beginning in 2020, at 
a modernized building named the 
Clark Centre for the Arts. Guild 
Park’s first Heritage Toronto plaque 
is getting ready to be installed next 
year. The park’s 10-km network of 
paths and walkways will get a long-
overdue upgrade with the start of 
Guild Park’s Trails Master Plan. 

John Mason is president of Friends of 
Guild Park. 

More than 11,000 
visitors were 
expected in Guild 
Park this summer 
for performances, 
festivals and 
walking tours.
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Political report

Member of Provincial Parliament

Well, we certainly had a unique 
summer this year.  Even with the 
record rainfall and days of extreme 
humidity, Ontarians enjoyed one of 
the biggest events in this country’s 
history with the 150th birthdays 
of both Canada and Ontario.  
Throughout the summer, events 

across the province and country 
allowed everyone to gather together 
in order to celebrate the long, proud 
history of our nation.  Through our 
annual Canada Day BBQ, as well as 
many other events, Ontarians dem-
onstrated that they are very proud 
to live in this great province and 
country.  Our Canadian pride was 
strongly on display.

As our summer comes to an end, 
many students are getting ready 
to go back to school.  With this in 
mind, it is my pleasure to highlight 
two programs the Ontario govern-
ment has recently introduced.  
Beginning January 1, 2018, as part 
of the 2017 Budget, all Ontario 
residents under the age of 25 will 
be eligible to receive prescription 
medications free of charge through 
the OHIP+ program.  The proposed 
new program will improve access to 
prescription medications for more 
than four million children and 
young people, and will help many 
families afford the medications their 
children need to stay healthy.

Beginning this semester, the new 
Ontario Student Assistance Program 
will be making tuition free for more 
than 210,000 young and mature 
students.  The new OSAP will 
help more students pursue higher 
education based on their ability to 
learn and not on their ability to 
pay.  The Ontario government is 
committed to opening up exciting 
possibilities for eligible students who 
are pursuing a higher education.

More information on OHIP+ can 
be found at:  https://www.ontario.ca/
page/2017-budget-brief-strengthening-

health-care.
More information regarding the 

new OSAP program can be found 
at: https://www.ontario.ca/page/osap-
ontario-student-assistance-program.

As always, my staff and I are here 
to support you by answering your 
questions and resolving issues related 
to provincial government services. 
Please do not hesitate to contact 
my Constituency Office.  You may 
stop by in person at 300 Kingston 
Road, Pickering, Unit 7, call us at 
905-509-0336, or send me an email 
at tmaccharles.mpp.co@liberal.ola.

Call for stories 

The CCRA Centennial News is 

a publication for stories from 

your community. If you have 

a story you’d like to share or 

know someone with an inter-

esting hobby or background, 

please contact us at  

news4ccra@gmail.com.
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Ward 44 Report

Jim Hart is honoured to fill the vacancy in Ward 44
On April 18, 
our ward lost 
Councillor 
Ron Moeser 
after a coura-
geous battle 
with cancer. 

I was hired by 
Councillor Moeser in June 2016, 
not long after his diagnosis, to work 
in his office on a part-time basis and 
take the lead on key ward affairs. 
During my time working with Ron, 
I was inspired to see the effort he 
put into serving his constituents 
even during the times when his 
battle with cancer was the most chal-
lenging. Ron loved our community 
and did an amazing job preserving 
one of the most beautiful areas in 
Toronto.

At the May session of City 
Council it was decided to fill the 
vacancy left by Ron through an 
appointment process to select a new 
councillor for the remainder of the 
2014-2018 term. I submitted my 
name to fill the vacancy. On June 
28, at a special meeting of City 
Council, I was selected from among 
47 applicants to be your new coun-
cillor. I am honoured and privileged 
to have received the opportunity.

My motivation in applying for 
this position is to complete the 
mandate given to Councillor Moeser 
by the residents of Ward 44, and to 
serve the ward where I have lived for 
the last 20 years.  

I have already met many of you 
either at my constituency office at 
5504 Lawrence Ave. East, on your 
street or at events. I hope to meet 

many more constituents in the 
coming months.

I encourage you to bring your 
local or city-wide concerns to my 
attention. I enjoy resolving your 

issues, where possible, and working 
with you to keep our part of the city 
green and beautiful. Our ward is 
second to none and I am proud to 
represent such a livable part of the city.  

In addition to working in the 
councillor’s office and being a 
long-term resident of Ward 44, I 
have 31 years of experience working 
in the administration of the City of 
Toronto in seven different divisions. 
I believe that living in the ward, 
working in the council office, and 
my diverse experience and under-
standing of the City of Toronto 
operations will allow me to effec-
tively serve you.

I plan to do everything I can to 
profile our ward and Scarborough 
as a whole. On July 28 Mayor John 
Tory, at his suggestion, spent the 
afternoon with me in the ward. I 
showed him examples of the impact 
that student housing is having in 
Highland Creek, in particular how 
once manicured lawns have become 
weed beds. Whenever the issue of 
legalizing rooming houses in Scar-
borough comes up for debate, I will 
be there to point out the impacts 
these dwelling are having on our 
local community, while also advocat-
ing for more housing to be built on 
the Scarborough U of T campus. 

I showed the mayor two 
stormwater management ponds 
(Willowlea Wetlands and Mead-
owvale Wetlands). They are part of 
the Centennial Creek watershed that 
are hidden gems in our community 
but have become overgrown with 
phragmites, an invasive plant. I am 
actively working with Parks, Forestry 
and Recreation staff to have these 
areas made more welcoming so that 
our community will want to more 
actively explore these trail systems as 
they transform into the serene spots 
that they were envisioned to be. 

If I can be of assistance, please 
contact my office at 416-392-1373, 
by email  Councillor_Hart@toronto.ca 
or drop by the constituency office. I 
welcome you to also visit my website 
www.jimhart.ca for updates.

On July 28, Councillor Jim Hart took Mayor John Tory on a tour around the ward. 

Jim Hart, Councillor Ward 44
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Raising and releasing Monarch butterflies

Total solar eclipse a 
memorable experience
 
By Swapna Basu

I took this photo of the total solar eclipse on 
August 21 in Williamsville, Tennessee. It was 
an experience of a lifetime. It was a very hot 
day but when the total eclipse happened, it 
became very dark and cold. We could see the 
stars and hear the sound of the crickets. It 
lasted for 2 minutes and 38 seconds.

By Sherri Helwig 

Toronto’s Monarch season 
is just starting to trail off 
as more of the butterflies 

emerging now are migrating south 
rather than staying in the area to 
reproduce. But it has been a busy 
year!

This is my third season raising 
Monarch butterflies. I was intro-
duced to the idea by a former 
student; her family had been doing 
this for many years but had been 
considering stopping the practice, so 
I stepped in to fill the void. 

I do this simply to give Mother 
Nature a bit of a hand. Monarchs 
are considered a “species of special 
concern” in Ontario, which means 
they are at risk of becoming endan-
gered. The specific numbers vary, 
but in the wild only about 1 to 2 
per cent of Monarch eggs become 
adult butterflies (for many reasons 
including the use of pesticides, and 
natural predators such as birds, 
mice, wasps and spiders); in my care, 
98 per cent  of them survive to be 
released as butterflies. 

I bring them in as eggs that I 
find on the milkweed in my garden, 
and put them in specially prepared 
plastic containers, separated so that 
I can track them and to minimize 
any problems with bacteria, viruses, 
parasites and caterpillars taking bites 
out of one another. The eggs hatch 
in three days or so. The caterpillars 
eat milkweed leaves and grow an 
enormous amount, shedding their 
skin several times along the way. 
About two weeks later, they climb 
to the lid of the container, build a 
“silk button” on the lid, hang upside 
down from that button in a “J”, 
and split their skin to reveal a green 

chrysalis. (Monarchs do not have 
cocoons.) 

The chrysalis stage lasts about 
nine days. The evening before the 
main event, the chrysalis begins 
to look black: in fact, it is turning 
translucent and the black is the but-
terfly’s wings. The next morning, 
it is completely translucent, and 
we can see the orange of the wings 
as well. When the butterfly first 
emerges, the wings are small and 
crumpled and the body looks 
swollen, but the butterfly hangs 
upside down from what is left of the 
chrysalis and pumps the liquid from 
the body into the wings, and gravity 
does the rest. In two to four hours, 
the wings have hardened, and the 
butterfly is ready to fly!

Raising monarchs is relatively 
simple, although it is not easy. But 
witnessing a Monarch butterfly fly 
away on a summer breeze? That 
makes it all worthwhile.

More information on Monarchs 
as well as links to Sherri’s videos 
can be found on our website www.
ccranews.ca. You can contact Sherri 
at sherri@SLHelwig.com.

The caterpillar will split its skin to reveal a green 
chrysalis from which the Monarch butterfly 
emerges.  Photos: Sherri Helwig
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Thanks to all who joined CCRA this summer
By Denise 
Bacon

In the June 
newspaper, 
we asked you 
to join the 
CCRA. The 

community responded and more 
than 100 families joined as members 
through the summer months. Thank 
you!

Membership is still open for 2017 
and new members are always welcome 
and needed.

Please remember that membership 
in the CCRA helps us to have a strong 
voice when politicians, planners or 
civil servants are making decisions that 
affect all of us living in this beautiful 

community. Your membership helps 
to fund community events throughout 
the year like the recent and fabulous 
summer concert series at Port Union 
Community Centre and the fun-filled 
Port Union Waterfront Festival. This 
newspaper has an Events Calendar and 
it showcases what’s going on here.

The CCRA currently has almost 
300 members to date in 2017, a very 
small representation of the 4,800 
homes in the community. Let’s come 
together and encourage our neigh-
bours to become members and let’s 
grow the membership. The form is 
on the last page of this newspaper. 
We will report on the membership 

numbers again at the end of the year. 

Membership ReportScouting

Second Beaver colony 
opening this month
By Tracy Forsyth

The 2nd Highland Creek Scout 
group is eager to start their meetings 
this month and is excited to 
announce that we are opening a 
second Beaver Scout section.

Meetings will be held Thursday 
evenings 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. at Char-
lottetown Junior Public School 

and in surrounding parks and 
community venues. Some outings 
are being planned for the fire 
station, the library and the police 
station. 

Registration for boys and girls 
aged 5, 6 and 7 years old can be 
found at http://www.scouts.ca/ca/
netforum_Locator/search. Just type 
in your postal code. We are the 2nd 
Highland Creek Colony B. We look 
forward to an adventurous first year.

If you have any questions please 
call Krystle at 416-282-8116.

By Wanda  Wierzbicki  
 
This summer I had the opportunity 
to attend the 9th World Jamboree 
of Polish Scouting at Tamaracouta, 
Quebec. The Jamboree was attended 
by almost 1,400 Scouts from 
Canada, the U.S., Great Britain, 
Ireland and Australia.  There were 
also representatives from Poland, the 
Ukraine, Latvia and Belarus. The 
participants included Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts ranging in age 
from 12 to 15,  Rovers and Rangers 
ranging in age from 16 to 21, as 
well as instructors, leaders, alumni 
and parent volunteers. 

The Jamboree had a very full 
program. After camp setup on 
Saturday and opening ceremonies 
on Sunday, the Jamboree partici-
pants went to Ottawa on Monday.  
Organizing buses for 1,400 people 
was a logistics feat but the Scouts 
were up to the challenge. 

My role during the Jamboree was 
to deliver food to the 400 Rangers 
and Rovers while they were at Tam-
aracouta, and to prepare the trail 
food for their excursions. The day 
after the Ottawa trip, the Rangers 
and Rovers left for a five-day hike in 
Mont Tremblant Park.  They were 
divided into small groups made up 
of individuals from different parts of 
the world to enable people to get to 
know each other. Each person had 
to carry their gear, which included 
their sleeping bag and clothing. As 
part of the group, they  had to carry 
the tent, the food, a small propane 
burner for cooking, and water filtra-
tion equipment. I was amazed at 
the resilience and resourcefulness of 
these teenagers. It was not easy to 
hike 15 km every day but they came 
back exhilarated and justifiably 
proud of their accomplishment.

After a couple days at Tamara-
couta where they participated in 
a Canada 150 competition, the 
Rangers and Rovers were off for 
three days in Quebec City. 

I am thrilled that I was able to 
spend the time with such fine young 
men and women who will be the 
leaders of the future. 

Polish Scouting Jamboree an exciting event 
for almost 1,400 Scouts
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Advertising submissions deadline for 
the October issue is September 18, 2017. 
Email Kelsey Dorval at  ccra-advertising@hotmail.
com or visit: ccranews.com/advertising.html.

Invictus Games are coming 
The countdown is on for the Invictus Games 
Toronto. From Sept. 23-30, 550 ill, injured 
and wounded servicemen and women from 
17 allied nations will compete in 12 adaptive 

sports. There will be opening and closing cer-
emonies for the Games with some top names 
in the entertainment world.

 The opening ceremonies will feature Sarah 
McLachlan, The Tenors, Alessia Cara, Laura 
Wright and La Bottine Souriante in an event 

designed to welcome and honour competitors 
and their families. Bruce  Springsteen, Bryan 
Adams, Kelly Clarkson, Bachman & Turner and 
Coeur de pirate will close the Games on Sept. 
30 with a concert at the Air Canada Centre. 

The sporting events will be taking place in 

venues across the city with swimming as well 
as the preliminaries for sitting volleyball and 
wheelchair basketball at the Toronto Pan Am 
Sports Centre here in east Scarborough. Tickets 
are on sale now for all events. More informa-
tion at www.invictusgames2017.com.

Organizer Event Date & Location Event Details Contact

Parks Canada Guided hikes at Rouge 
National Urban Park Sept. 2-30, various locations in the park Guided hikes of areas in the park at different times and locations. www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/on/rouge

Terry Fox Foundation Terry Fox Run Saturday, Sept. 17, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Cedarbrook Park, 
Markham Rd. & Lawrence Ave. Run, walk, blade or bike while raising funds for cancer research. info@terryfoxrun.org

West Rouge Sports & 
Recreation Association

24th Annual West Rouge 
Family Day

Saturday, Sept. 16,  11:a.m. - 3 p.m., West Rouge 
Community Centre, 270 Rouge Hills Drive Games, live music, food trucks and a family movie night familyday.sportsandrec.ca

Probus Club of Scarborough, 
Tuesday

Speaker series with 
Sheila Knox

Tuesday, September 19th, 10:00 am - noon,  
Royal Canadian Legion 258, 45 Lawson Road Bata Shoe Museum  -All About Shoes.  Guests $5 at the door. Ann Matthee, ann266@sympatico.ca

St. Dunstan of Canterbury Trivia Night Friday, September 22,  6:30 pm St. Dunstan of 
Canterbury 56 Lawson Road, Scarborough  

Evening includes 5 Rounds of Trivia Questions; Intermission Auction Items; 
and Prizes, Finger Foods & Refreshments. $20/person $70 for a table of 4 416-283-1844

Dinner and a Song
Blues Night with Al 
Lerman, Broke Fuse & 
Mike McKenna

Friday, Sept. 22, 5:30 pm
The Olde Stone Cottage Pub, 3750 Kingston Road

Blues/roots concert with top Canadian blues artist Al Lerman. Tickets 
$40 and includes concert, 3-course meal and after-party. Dinner at 5:30, 
concert 7:30 in The Loft, after party 10:00.

Visit dinnerandasong.com 
or The Stone Cottage Pub 416-265-
7932

West Rouge Sports & 
Recreation Association.

Ron Moeser Memorial 
Fun Run

Saturday, Sept. 30, 9:00 - 11:00 am
Rouge Beach, Waterfront Trail 5K run/walk and 10K waterfront run  with all proceeds supporting 

community initiatives. Prizes, discounts for early registration and families.
416 616-9370 or email run@
sportsandrec.ca

Miller Lash House Art in the Valley Sunday, October 4, 11am to 4pm The Miller Lash House 
130 Old Kingston Road Art vendors, exhibitions and food www.millerlashhouse.ca/

St. Dunstan of Canterbury Girls Night Out Saturday, October 21 6:30 pm St. Dunstan of 
Canterbury 56 Lawson Road, Scarborough

Dress up in your most glamorous clothes! You will be greeted with a glass 
of champagne! Cash bar, silent and live auctions aplus live entertainment! 
Cost is $50 , reserved tickets only. 

 416-283-1844

Royal Canadian Legion Karaoke Friday 7:00 pm - 11:00 pm Sunday from 3:00 pm The 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 258 45 Lawson Road, 

Every Friday night and Sunday afternoon is your chance to belt out your 
favourite tunes hosted by Branch 258. 416 281-2992

2nd Highland Creek Scouts Scouts Canada groups Tuesday/Thursday evenings, Charlottetown Jr. P.S., 85 
Charlottetown Blvd.

2nd Highland Creek group welcomes boys and girls ages 5 and up for fun 
and outdoor adventures. Also seeking volunteers 14 and up. Beavers A, 
Cubs (Tuesdays); Beavers B, Scouts, Venturers (Thursdays). T

Tracy 416-282-8116 for more 
information, or register at Scouts.ca

Port Union Seniors Drop-in activities for 
seniors

Port Union Seniors Centre  Monday to Friday, 9 am - 4 
pm Port Union Community Center 5450 Lawrence Ave. Various activities and classes for local seniors 416-396-4034

COMMUNIT Y  E VENTS  C ALENDAR
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Photo quiz    

Where in  
Centennial?

Pictured above is this month’s mystery 
location in our Centennial landmark 
quiz. It is located somewhere in the 
neighbourhood. We’re no longer going 
to pick a winner or offer any prizes, 
but we’re going to continue with the 
photos because we thought you might 
still enjoy testing your knowledge of 
the community. This time you don’t 
have to wait a month to find out if 
you were right because the answer is 
on page 20. 

 
In our last issue, we printed a photo 
of the chimney on Centennial Road 
School. Congratulations to our 
winner, Velvet Iwasa. Velvet’s name 
was drawn from the correct emailed 
entries we received. Velvet will receive 
a prize from a local business. 

“My wife Barb and I arrived in the Centen-
nial community about 32 years ago and 
were immediately struck by how friendly 
the neighbours were. We have appreciated 
the fact that everything is so close and con-
venient. We have raised our family here and 
are now empty nesters. We have had some 
conversations about downsizing and moving 
elsewhere, but we would regret leaving this 
friendly, safe community.”
Mark Longmuir

“Since leaving my family home (north of 
Peterborough) I have lived in many cities 
and towns over the last 20 years. I have never 
felt “at home” anywhere else until I finally 
moved to the Centennial area in 2012. In 
other communities where I have lived I could 
walk out my door and never be greeted by 
neighbours. Here in Centennial I have gotten 
to know many great neighbours as well as 
residents who don’t even live on my street. 
I have never felt more safe, more at peace 
and, most importantly, more at home in 
this community. There are great restaurants, 

yoga, massage and shopping close by. I can’t 
imagine living anywhere else.”
Kelly Pettinger

“We find this pocket east of the bridge a 
lovely place to live. The reasons are many 
starting with the fact that it is such a quiet 
and peaceful neighbourhood. Walking in 
this neighbourhood is so amazing because 
everyone greets each other and we often stop 
and chat for awhile. The area is populated 
with folks of different ages and cultural 
backgrounds. The location is close to the 
401 and the GO Train. But it gets better…
our amazing waterfront!  Ever since the Port 
Union waterfront trail was completed, the 
area has become a real magnet for people. We 
love walking the path alongside the Highland 
Creek just below the Lawrence bridge at 
Beechgrove Drive. We enjoy watching the 
birds that nest along the lakefront at the 
mouth of the creek and the boats out on the 
open water. One of our favourite restaurants 
is very close by… Fratelli’s never disappoints.”
Julie and Paul

»  Living in Centennial continued from page 
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CCRA Centennial News  
Distribution 

This is the first issue 
of the CCRA Cen-
tennial News after 
the summer break.  I 
hope everyone had a 
very happy and safe 
summer holiday.  As 

I write this I am hoping we can still 
enjoy a few more hot summer days. 

At this time I want to say a big 
welcome back! to all those who 
distribute and deliver the CCRA 
Centennial News to our community.  
We are very lucky to have so many 
people who are willing to volunteer 
their time.  If for any reason you are 
unable to continue to deliver the 
CCRA Centennial News, send me 
an email so I can begin looking for a 
new carrier.  

Any student who needs the 
volunteer hour form signed, please 
get in touch with me.  Students 
receive one volunteer hour for every 
month they deliver the CCRA Cen-
tennial News.  A student who starts 
delivering in Grade 9 and continues 
to the end of Grade 12 will receive 
the 40 volunteer hours required to 
graduate. 

A CCRA Centennial News carrier 
is needed on Lawson Rd. between 
Meadowvale Rd. and the bridge.  This 
route includes delivering to 30 houses 
as well as the Tony Stacey Centre 
and the Legion. If you are interested, 
please get in touch with me. 

At this time I would like to 
acknowledge  Aliah Strowger for her 
help in delivering the CCRA Centen-
nial News. Thanks Aliah! 
     Wanda can be reached at  
distribution@ccranews.com or  
416-282-2951.

Mail with cheque payable to: OR
CCRA
Port Union Community Centre
5450 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough ON M1C 3B2

Drop off in the CCRA mailbox 
located opposite the main office at 
the Port Union Community Centre.

OR  Join right now online at  
www.ccranews.com

CCRA 2017 Membership Form
It’s easy to join or renew your membership. Complete this form, then mail with your annual household fee. To join online,  
go to www.ccranews.com to join with credit card or PayPal.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________Postal Code ___________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email (for e-news only) ________________________________________________________

Check all applicable boxes:

I would like to join or renew my annual CCRA membership.  I enclose payment for:  o $15 (1 year)     o $30 (2 years)

o  I support the work of CCRA & have added my donation for $ _______________. Total amount enclosed is $ ________________

o	I am interested in distributing newsletters in the Centennial community (10 issues per year). Please contact me.

o I am interested in volunteering at CCRA events. Please contact me.

o I would like my business listed in the Business Directory on ccranews.com. Please contact me with more information.

Centennial Community 
and Recreation Association 
5450 Lawrence Avenue East,  
Scarborough ON M1C3B2

Website: www.ccranews.ca

Facebook.com/ccranews

Twitter @ccranews

Email: news4ccra@gmail.com

Your 2017 membership supports Centennial events

Wanda  
Wierzbicki

Photo quiz answer
The photo of the poles on page 19 is  
a shot of the upper part of this  
building at the Port Union Commons.


